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THE DESIGN. 


Tank are certain powers in human nature 
which ſeem to hold a middle place between the or- 
gans of bodily ſenſe and the faculties'of moral percep- 
tion : they have been called by a very general name 
« The Powers of Imagination.” Like the external 
ſcales they relate to matter and motion, and at the 
ſame time give the mind ideas analogous to thoſe 
of moral approbation and diſlike, As they are the 
inlets of ſome of the mott exquifite Pleafures with 
vhich we are acquainted, it has naturally happened 
that men of warm and ſenſible tempers have ſought 

1eans to recal the delightful perceptions which they 
afford, independent of the objects which originally 
produced them. This gave riſe to the imitative or 
deſigning arts, ſome of which, as painting and ſculp- 
ture, directly copy the exterual appearances which 
were admired in Nature; others, as muſick and 
poetry, bring them back to remembrance by ſigus 
univerſally eſtabliſhed and uaveritogd. 

But theſe arts, as they grew more correct and de- 
liberate, were, of courſe, led to extend their imita- 
tion beyond the peculiar obju&ts of the imaginative 
powers, eipecially poetry, which making uſe of lan- 
guage as the inſtrument by which it imitates, is comſe- 
quently become n unlimited repreſentative of every 
ſpecies aud mode of being; yet as their intention was 
oily. to expreſs the objects of Imagination, and as they 
{til abound chicfly in ideas of that clats, they of courſe 
tctain their original character, and all the ditlereng 
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Pleafures which they excite are termed in general 
Pieaſures of Imagination. 

The Deſigu of the following Poem is to give a view 
of theſe in the largeſt acceptation of the term, ſo that 
whatever our Imagination feels from the agreeable 
appearances of nature, and all the various entertain» 
ments we meet with either in poetry, painting, muſick, 
or any of the el-gant arts, might be deducible from one 
or other of thoſe principles in the conſtitution of the 
bumau mind & hich are here cftub};ſhed and explained. 

In executing this general plan it was neceſſary firſt 
of all to diſtinguiſh the Imagination from our other 
faculties, and in the next place to charaRerize thoſe 
original forms or properties of being about which it 
is converſant, and which are by nature adapted to it, 
as light is to the eyes, or truth to the underſtanding. 
Theſe properties Mr. Additon had reduced to the 
three general clatles of Greataeſs, Novelty, and Beau- 
ty; and into theſe we may analyze every object, how- 
ever complex, which, properly ſpeaking, is delights 
ful to the Imagination. But ſuch an object may alſo 
include many other ſources of Fleaſure, and its 
beauty, or novelty, or grandeur, will make a ſtronger 
impreſhon by reatun of this concurrence, Beſides 
which the imitative arts, eſpecially poetry, owe much 
of their effect to a ſimilar exlubition of properties 
quite foreigu to the imagination, inſumuch that in 
every line of the moſt applauded poems we meet 
. With either ideas drawn from the external ſenſes, or 
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truths diſcovered to the underſtanding, or illuſtrations 
of contrivance and find cauſes, or, above all the reſt, 
with cucumltances proper o awaken and engage the 
pans; it was therefore necelfary to enumerate 
and exemplify tluſe difzrent ſpecies of Fl-calure, 
eſpecially that from the paſſions, which as it is ſu- 
preme u the nobleſt work of human genus, fo be- 
ing in ſome particulars not a little ſarpriſing, gave 
an opportunity to enliven the didactic turn of the 
poem, by introducing an allegory to account fur 
the ap;erance. 

After theie parts of the ſubje& which hold chiefly 
of dmiration, or naturally warm and intereſt the 
mind, a Fleaſure of a very d. ferent nature, that which 
ariſes from Ridicule, came next to be conſidered. As 
this is the foundation of the cumick manner in all the 
arts, and has been but very imperfectiy treated by 
moral writers, it was thuught proper to give it a par- 
ticular illuſtration, and to Ciſtinguiſh the general 
ſou: ces from which the ridicule of characters is de- 
rived. Here too a change of ſtyle became nuceſſary, 
ſuch a one as might yet be conſiſtent, if poſſible, with 
the general taſte of compoſition in the ſerious parts of 
the ſubhject j nor ie it an caſy taſk to give any tolerable 
force to images of this kind without running either 
into the gigantick expreitions of the mock herouick, or 
the familiar and poctical raillery of profeſſed ſatire, 
neither of wtuch wou!d ha e been proper here, 

The materials of all imitation being thus laid open, 
nothing now remained but to Hiuſtrate ſome parts 
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evlar Pleaſures which ariſe either from the relations 
of different objects one to another, or from the na- 
ture of imitation itſelf. Of the firſt kind is that va- 
rious and complicated reſemblance cxiſting betwee 2 
ſeveral parts of the material and immaterial worlds, 
which is the foundation of metaphor and wit. As it 
ſeems in a great meaſure to depend on the early atfo- 
ciation of our ideas, and as this hab.t of aſſociating is 
the ſource of many Pleaſures and pains in life, and on 
that account bears a great ſhare in the influence of 
poetry and the other arts, it is therefore mentioned 
here, and its effects deſcribed : then follows a general 
account of the production of theſe elegant arts, and 
of the ſecondary pleaſure, as it is ed, arifing from 
the reſemblance of their imitations to the original ap- 
pearances of nature: after which the work concludes 
with ſome reflections on the general conduct of the 
powers of Imagination, and on their aatural and mo- 
ral uſefulneſs in life, 


Concerning the manner or turn of compoſition 
which prevails in this piece, little can be ſaid with 
propriety by the Author. He had two models; that 
ancient_and ſimple one of the firſt Grecian poets, as 
It is refined by Virgil in the Georgicks, and the fami- 
liar epiſtolary way of Horace. This latter has ſeveral 
advantages: it admits of a greater variety of ſtyle ; it 
more readily engages the generality of readers, as par- 
taking more of the air of converſation, and eſpecially 
with the aſſiſtance of rhyme leads to a cloſer and 
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more conciſe expreſſion. Add to this the example of 
the moſt perfect of modern poets, who has ſo happily 
applied this manner to the nobleſt parts of philoſophy 
that the public k taſte is in a great manner formed to 
it alone. Yet, after all, the ſubject before us, tend- 
ing almoſt conſtantly to admiration and enthaſiaim, 
ſecmed rather to demand a more open, patiietick, and 
fizured ſtyle. This too appeared more natural, as the 
Author's aim was not ſo much to give formal pre- 
cepts, or enter into the way of direct argumentation, 
as by exhibiting the moſt engaging proſpects of na. 
ture to enlarge and harmonize the Imagination, and 
by that means inſenſibly diſpoſe the minds of men to 
a ſimilar taſte and habit of thinking in religion, mo- 
rals, and civil life. It is on this account that he is ſo 
careful to point out the beneyolent intention of the 
Author of Nature in every principle of the human 
onſtitution here inſiſted on, and alſo to unite the mo- 
ral excellencies of life in the ſame point of view with 
the mere external objects of good taſte ; thus recom. 
mending them in common to our natural propenſity 
for admiring what is beautiful and lovely. The ſame 
views have alſo led him to introduce ſome ſentiments 
which may perhaps be looked upon as not quite di- 
rect to the ſubject; but ſince they hear an obvious re- 
lat ion to it, the authority of Virgil, the faultleſs mo. 
del of didactick poetry, will bett ſupport him in this 
particular: for the ſentiments tlemſelve he makes 
no apology, 
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Wir H what attractive charms this goodly frame 

M Nature touches the conſenting hearts 

F mortal men, and what the pleaſing ſtores 

Niuch beauteous imitation thence derives 

fo deck the poet's or the painter's toil, 8 

My Verſe unfolds, Attend, ye gentle Pow'rs 

F Muſical delight ! and while I ſing 

Your gifts, your honours, dance around my ſtrain. 
C 
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Thou, ſmiling queen of ev'ry tuneful breaſt, 
Indulgent Fancy! from the fruitful banks ' ; F 


My 
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Of Avon, whence thy roſy fingers cull * 8 
Freſh flow'rs and dews to ſprinkle on the turf 

Where Shakeſpeare lies, be prefent ; and with thee 
Let Fiction come, upon her fragrant wings 

Wafting ten thouſand colours through the air, 
Which, by the glances of her magier e 

She blends and ſhifts at will thro' countleſs forms, 

Her wild creation. Goddeſs of the Lyre, 

Which rules the accents of the moving ſphere, 
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Wilt thou, eternal Harmony ! deſcend 

And join this feſtive train? for with thee comes 

The guide, the guardian of their lovely ſports, 

Majeſtick Truth! and where Truth veigns to conie 

Her ſifter, Liberty, will not be far. 

Be preſent, all ye Genu who conduct 

The wand'ring footſteps of the youthful bard 

New to your ſprings and ſhades, who touch his ear 

With finer ſounds, who heighten to his eye 

The bloom of Nature, and before him turn 

The gayeſt, Lappiett, attitude of things. i 
Or T have the laws of each poetic ſtrain 

The critick verte employ'sd ; yet ſtul unſung 

Lay this prime ſubject, tho' importing mutt 

A Poet's name: for fruitleſs is ti. attempt 

By dull obedience and by creeping to:l 

Obſcure to conquer the ſevere afcent 

ug Parnatſus, Nature's kind!:::7 breath 
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Dun ſtring his nerves, and imp his eagle wings, 


5 mpatient of the painſul ſteep, to ſoar 40 


igli as the ſummit, there to breathe at large 


*Ethereal air with bards and ſages old, 


Immortal ſons of praiſe! Theſe flatt'ring ſcenes 
To tlus neglected labour court my ſong; 


Vet not unconſcious what a doubtful taſk 43 


To paint the fineſt features of the mind, 

And to moſt ſubtle and myſterious things 

Sire colour, ſtrength, and motion. But the love 

Of Nature and the Muſes bids explore, 

Tiwro' ſecret paths erewhile untrod by man, 70 
Tire fair poetic region, to detect 

Vutaſted ſprings, to drink inſpiring draught, 

And ſhade my temples with unfading flow'rs, 


Cull'd from the laureate vale's profound receſs, 


a 


Where never poet gain'd a wreath before. 85 
From Heav'n my ſtrains begin; from Heav'n de- 
The flame of genius to the human breaſt, | ſcends 
And love, and beauty, and poetic joy; 
And inſpiration, Ere the radiant ſun 
Sprang from the eaſt, or *mid the vault of night 65 
The moon ſuf pended her ſcrener lamp, 
Ere mountains, woods, or ſtreams, adorn'd the globe, 
Or Wiſdom taught the ſons of men her lore, 
Then lir'd th' Almighty One; then deep-retir'd 
In his unfathom'd eſſence view'd the forms, 6s 
The forms eternal, of created things; 
The radiant ſan, the moon's nocturnal lamp, 
e mountains, woods, and itreams, the rolling globe, 
C 2 
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And Wiſdom's mien celeſtial. From the firtt 
Of days on them his love divine he fix'd, 7 
His admiration, till in time complete 
What he admir'd and lov'd lis vital ſmile 
Unfolded into being. Hence tha breath 
Of life informing each organick frame, 74 
Hence the green earth and wild reſounding waves, 
Hence light and ſhade alternate, warnith and cold, 
And clear autumnal Kies and vernal ſhow'rs, 
And all the fair variety of things, 

But not alike to ev'ry mortal eye 
Is this great fcene unveil'd; for ſince the claims 8e 
Of ſocial life to diffrent labours urge 
The active pow'rs of man, with wiſe intent 
The hand of Nature on peculiar minds 
Imprints a diffrent bias, and to each 
Pecrees its province in the common toil, 
To ſome the taught the fabrick of the ſphere, 
The changeſul moon, the circuit of the ſtars, 
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The golden zoncs of heav'n : to ſome ſhe gave 
To weigh the moment of eterral things, 

Ot time, and ſpace, and Fate's unbroken chain, 90 
And will's quick impulſe : others by the hand 

She led o'er vales and mountams, to explore 

Wat healing virtue ſwells the tender veins 

Of herbs and flow'rs, or what the beams of morn 
Draw forth, diſtilling from the clifted rind * 


In balmy tears. But ſome to higher hopes 
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Were deſtin'd ; ſome within a finer mould 
a She wrought, and temper'd with a purer flame: 
Io theſe the Sire Omnipotent unfolds 
The world's harmonious volume, there to read 
The tranſcript of himſelf. On ev'ry part 
Ine trace the bright impreſſions of his hand: 
In earth or air, the meadow's purple ſtorcs, 
The moon's mild radiance, or the virgin's form, 
Blooming with roſy ſmiles, they fee portray d 
That uncreated beauty which delights 
The mind ſupreme: they alſo feel her charms 
Enamour'd : they partake th' eternal joy. 
For as old Memnon's image, long renown'd 
By fabling Nilus, to the quiv'ring touch 
Of Titan's ray with each repulſive ſtruig 
Conſenting, ſounded thro' the warbling air 
Unbidden ſtrains; ev'n fo did Nature's hand 
To certain ſpecies of external things 
Attuae the finer organs of the mind: 
do the glad impulie of congenial pow'rs, 
Or of tweet ſound or fair proportion'd form, 
The grace of motion, or the bloom of light, 
Thrills thro” imagination's tender frame 
From nerve to nerve: all naked and alive 
They catch the ſpreading rays, till now the ſoul 
At length diſcloſes ev'ry tunetul ſpring, 
To that harmonious movement from without 


Reſponſive. Then the inexpreflive ſtrain 
C 3 
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Diffuſes its enchantment ; Fancy dreams 
Of ſacred fountains, and Elyſian groves, 
h And vales of bliſs : the intellectual pow'r 
Bends from his awful throne a wond'ring ear, 


q And ſmiles : the paſſions, gently ſooth'd away, 
l a Sink to diviiie repoſe, and love and joy 130 
Alone are waking ; love and joy ſerene 
As airs that fan the ſaramer. O! attend, 

Whuoe'er thou art whom theſe delights can touch, 
1 Whoſe candid hoſom the refining love 

\ 1 Of Nature warms; O! liſten to my ſong, 135 
Aud will gude thee to her fav'rite walks, 

N And teach thy ſolitude her voice to hear, 

And point her lovelieſt features to thy view. 

Know then, whate'er of Nature's pregnant ſtores, 
Whate'er of mimick Art's reflected forms, 1499 B 
With love and admiration thus inflame hy 
The pow'rs of fancy, her delighted ſons f 


To three illuſtrious orders have referr'd, 
Three ſiſter Graces whom the painter's hand, 


The poet's tongue, confeſſes; the Sublime, 125 
The Wonderful, the Fair. I ſee them dawn ! 


I ſee the radiant viſions where they riſe, 

More lovely than when Lucifer diſplays 

His heaming forehead thro the gates of morn 

To lead the train of Phœbus and the ſpring. 756 
Say, why was man ſo eminently rais'd 
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Ver. 15 1. Say, why was man, &c. ] In apologizing for 
the {requent negligences of the ſublimeſt authors ef 
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Amid the vaſt creation ? why ordain'd 

Thro' life and death to dart his piercing eye, 

With thoughts beyond the limit of his frame, 

But that th' Omnipotent might ſend him forth, 1 
In fight of mortal and immortal pow'rs, 

As on a boundleſs theatre, to run 

The great career of juſtice, to exalt 

His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds, 

To chaſe each partial purpoſe from his breaſt, 16# 
And thro* the miſts of paſſion and of ſenſe, 

And thro” the toſling tide of chance and pain, 

To hold his courſe unfaultering, while the voice 

Of Truth and Virtue up the ſteep aſcent 


ty 
wy 


Greece, © Thoſe godlike geniuſes,” ſays Longinus, 
& were well aſſuted that Nature had not intended 
* man for a low-{pirited or ignoble being, but bring- 
© ing us into life and the midſt of this wide univerſe, 
sas before a multitude aſſembled at ſome heroick ſo- 
&« lemnity, that we might be ſpectators of all her mag- 
© nificence, and candidates high in emulation for the 
© prize of glory; ſhe has therefore implanted in our 
« fouls an inextinguiſhable love of every thing great 


and exalted, of every thing which appears divine be- 


« yond our comprehenſion: whence it comes to pals 
that even the whole world is not an obj-<Q& ſuthcient 
© for the depth and rapidity of human Imay1zatior, 
„% which often falltcs forth beyond the limits of ell that 
* ſurrounds us. Let any man caſt his eye thtough the 
© whole circle of our exiſtence, and conſider how e- 
« pectally it abounds in excellent and grand objects, 
* he will ſoon acknowledge for what enjoyments and 
„ purſuits we were deſtined. Thus by the very propen- 
© (ity of Natute, we are led to admire not little {prings 
* or ſhallow rivulets, however clear and delicious, 
© but the Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and, much 
« more than all, the ocean,” &c. Dion. Lin. de 
Sablin, fect. xxl. 
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Of Nature calls him to his high reward, 165 
Th applauding ſmile of Heav'n ? elſe wherefore burns 
In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope 

That breathes from day to day ſublimer things, 

And mocks potleſiion ? wherefore darts the mind 
With ſuch reſiſtleſs ardour to embrace 179 
Majeſtick forms, impatient to be free 

Spurning the grofs controul of wilful might, 

Proud of the ſtrong contention of her toils, 

Proud to be daring? Who but rather turns 

To heav'n's broad fire his unconſtrained view 175 
Than to the glimm'ring of a waxen flame? 

Who that from Alpine heights Lis lab'ring cye 
Shoots round the wide horizon to furvey 

Nilus or Ganges rolling his bright wave 

Thro' mountains, plains, thru' empires black with ſhade 
And continents of ſand, will turn his gaze 181 
To mark the windings of a ſcanty rill 

That murmurs at his feet? The higli-born ſoul 
Diſdains to reſt her heav'n-aſpiring wing 

Beneath its native quarry. Tir'd of earth 135 
And this diurnal ſcene, ſhe ſprings aloft 

Thro' fields of air, purſues the flying ſtorm, 

Rides on the volly'd lightning thro” the heay'ns, 

Or yok'd with whirlwinds and the northern blaſt 
Sweeps the long track of day. Then high ſhe ſoars 
The blue profound, and hov'ring round the Sun 191 
Beholds him pouring the redundant ſtream 
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Of light, beholds his unrelenting ſway 


Bend the reluctant planets to abſolve 
The fated rounds of time: thence far cffus'd 195 
She Carts her ſwiftneſs up the long career 
Of devious comets, thro' its burning ſigns 
Exulting meaſures the perennial wheel 
Of Nature, and looks back on all the ſtars, 
Whoſe blended light as with a milky zone 206 
Inveſt the orient. Now amaz'd ſhe views 
The empyreal waſte, where happy ſpirits hold 
Beyon'! this concave lieav'n their calm abode, 
And fields of radiance, waofe unfading light 
Has travell'd the profound fix thouſand years, 205 
Nor yet arrives in ſight of mortal things. 
Ev'n on the barriers of the world untir'd 
She meditates tl! eternal depth below, 
"Till half recoiling down the headlong ſteep 
ne plunges, ſoon v'erwhelm'd and ſwallow'd up 2109 


Ver. 202. The empyreal waſte, &c,] ** Ne ſe peut - il point 
« qu'il y a un grand ctpace au dela de la region des 
„ etviles? Que le ſoit le ciel empyree, ou non, tous 
6 jours cet eſpace immenſe qui environne toute cette 
e region, pourra etre rempli de bonheur et de gloire, 
© I] pourra etre concu comme Vocean, ou fe rendent 
les fleuves de toutes les creatures bienheureuſes, 
quand elles [eront venues a leur perfettion dans le 
„ ſyſteme des e:oiles.” Leibnitz dans la Theodtcee, 
part I. ſect. 19. 

Ver. 204. whoſe unfading ligt, dsc. ] It was a no- 


tion of the great Mr, Huy gens, that there may be fixed 
ſtars at ſuch a diltance from our ſolar {yſtem as that 
their light ſhould not have had time to reach us even 
trom the creation of the world to this day. 
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In that immenſe of being. There her hopes 
Reſt at the fated goal : for from the birth 
Of mortal man the Sov'reign Maker ſaid, 


That not in humble, not in brief delight, 
Not in the fading echoes of renown, 


2 
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Pow'r's purple robes nor Pleaſure's flow'ry lap, 
The ſoul ſhould find enjoyment ; but from theſe 
Turning diſdainful to an equal good 
Thro' all th” aſcent of things enlarge her view, 
Till ev'ry boutid at length ſitould diſappear, 22 
And infinite perfection cloſe the ſcene. 
Call now to mind what high capacious pow'rs 

Lie folded up in man ; how far beyond 

The praiſe of mortals may tn eternal growth 
Of Nature to perfection half divine 2 
Expand the blooming ſoul : what pity then 
Should floth's unkindly fogs depreſs to earth 
Her tender bloſſom, choke the ſtreams of life, 
And blaſt her ſpring ! Far otherwiſe defign'd 
Almighty Wiſdom : Nature's happy cares 230 
Th' obedient heart far othertviſe incline; 
Witneſs the ſprightly joy when aught unknown 
Strikes the quick ſenſe, and wakes euch active pow r 
To briſker meaſures; witneſs the neglect 
Of all familiar proſpects, tho” beheld 235 

Ver. 234. — e neglet - Of al! familiar praſects, &c. It 
is here ſaid that in conſequence of the love of novelty, 
objects which at firſt were highly delightful to the 
mind loſe that effect by repeated attention to them; 
but the inſtance of habit is oppoſed to this obſervation, 


for there objects at firſt diſtaſteful are in time rendered 
entirely agrecable by repeated attention. 
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With tranſport once, the fond attentive gaze 
Of young Aſtoniſhment, the ſober zeal 
Of Age commenting on prodigious things. 


The difficulty in this caſe will be removed, if we 
conſider that, when objects at firſt agreeat.e loſe that 
influence by frequently recurring, the mind is w holly 
paſſive, and the perception 1avoluntary ; but habit on 
the other hand generally ſuppoſes choice and attivity 
accompanying it; {o that the pleaſure arifes here not 
from the object but from the mind's conſcious deter- 
mination of its own activity, and coniequently in- 
creaſes in proportion to the frequency of that deter- 
mination, 

It will ſtill be urged perhaps that a familiarity with 
diſagreeable objects renders them at length acceptable, 
even when there is no room for the mind to relolve 
or act at all: in this caſe the appearance mull be ac- 
counted for one of theſe ways : 

The pleaſure from habit may be merely negative. 
The object at firſt gave uncaſineſs; this uncaſinels gra- 
dually wears off as the object grows familiar ; and the 
mind, knding 1t at laſt entirely removed, reckons its 
ſituation really pleaſurable compared with what it had 
experienced betore. 

The diſlike conceived of the object at firſt might be 
owing to prejudice or want of attention; conſequently 
the mind being neceſſitated to revicw it olicn, may at 
length perceive its own miſlake, and be reconciled to 
what it had looked on with averſion; in which caſe a 
jort of inſtingive juſtice naturally leads it to make 
amends for the injury by running toward the her 
extreme of fondneſs and attachmcut. 

Or, laſtly, though the object iifelf ſhould ways 
continue dilagreeable, yet circumilances of pleature or 
good fortune may occur along with it: thus an allo= 
ciation may ariſc in the mind, and the objeét never be 
remembered without thoſe pleaſing circum tencts at» 
tending it, by which means the diſegrecable 1:nprefe 
ſion which it at fi: ſt occaſioned will, in time, be quite 
obliterated. | | 
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For ſuch the bounteous providence of Heav'n, 3 
In ev'ry breaſt implanting this deſire 240 b 8 
Of objecis new 2nd ſtrange, to urge us on 7 


With unremitted labour to purſue 
Thoſe ſacred ſtores that wait the ripening ſoul 


In Truth's exhauſtiefs boſom. What need words 
To paint its pow'r? For this the daring youth 24; 
Breaks from his weeping motler's anxious arms 

In foreign climes to rove ; the penſive ſage, 
Heedlefs of fleep or midnight's harmful damp, 
Hangs o'er the fickly taper ; and untir'd 

The virgin follows, with enchanted ſtep, 260 
The mazes of ſome wild and wond'rous tale 

From morn to eve, unmindful of her form, 
Unmindful of the happy drefs that ſtole 

The withes of the youth when ev'ry maid 


With envy pin'd. Hence, finally, by night 253 y 
The village matron round the blazing hearth % 
Suſpends the infant audience with her tales, 5 


Breathing aſtoniſhment ! of witciing rhymes 
And evil ſpirits, of the death-bed call 


Ver.240,—this drftre Of objects new and flrange,&c.) 
Theſe two ideas are often confounded, though it 15 
evident the mere novelty of an object makes it agree- 
able, even where the mind is not atfected with the 
leaſt degree of wonder; whereas wonder indeed 24 
ways implies novelty, being never excited by com- 
mon or well-known appearances. But the pleaſure in 
both caſes is explicable from the ſame final cauſe, the 
acquiſition of knowledge and enlargement of our view; 
of Nature: on this account it is natural to ticat ©: 
them together. 
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Of lum who robb'd the widow and devour'd 260 
The orphan's portion, of unquiet ſouls 

Ris'n from the grave to eaſe the heavy guilt 

Of deeds in life conceal, of ſhapes that walk 

At dead of night an! clank their chains, and wave 
The torch of hell around the murd'rer's bed: 265 
At ev'ry ſolemn pauſe the crowd recoil, 

Gazing cach other ſpeechleſs, and congeal'd 

With ſhbiv ting ſighs till, eager for th' cvent, 

Around the heldame all erect they hang, 

Each ter biing heart with grateful terrors quell'd. 


But lo Aiſclos d in all her ſmiling pomp, 2 


*] 


$ 
Where Beauty onw ard moving claims the verſe 
Her churms inſpire: the freely lowing veric 
In thy immortal praiſe, O form divine! 
Smooths her malliſluemt ftream. Thee Beauty ! thee 

he regal dome and thy enliv'ning ray 27 
The moſſy rooſs adore: thou, better ſun ! 
For ever beameſt on th” enchanted heart 
Love, and harmonious wonder, and delight 
Foetic. Prigtteft progeny of Heav'n ! 25s 
How hall I trace thy features ? where ſelect 
The roſcate hues to emulate thy bloom ? 
Haſte then, my Song! thro? Nature's wide expanſe, 
Haſte tien, and gather all her comelieſt wealth, 
Whate'er bright ſpoils the florid earth contains, 28 $ 
Whate'er the waters or the . quid air, 
To deck thy lovely labour. Wilt thou fly 
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With laughing Autumn to th Atlantic iſles, 
And range with him tl” Heſperian field, and ſee 
Where er his fingers touch the fruitful grove 290 
The branches ſhoot with gold, where'er his ſtep 
Marks the glad ſoil the tender cluſters grow 


With purple cipenets, and inveſt each hal 

As with the bluſhes of an ev'ning ſky ? 

Or wilt thou rather ſtoop thy vagrant plume 235 
Where gliding thro' his daughter's henour'd ſhades 
The ſmooth Peneus from his glaity flood 

Reflects purpurea! Tempe's pleaſant ſcene ? 

Fair Tempe ! haunt belov'd of ſylvan pow'rs, 

Of Nymphs and Fauns, where in the Golden Age 
They play'd in ſecret on the ſhady bruk zot 
With ancient Pan, while round their chor al ſteps 
Young Hours and genial gales with conſtant hi nd 
Shower'd blotloms, odours, ſhower'd ambroſial dews, 
And ſpring's Elyſian bloom. Her flow'ry ſtore 

To thee nor Tempe ſhall refuſe, nor watch 306 
Of winged Hydra guard Heſperian fruits 

From thy free ſpoil. O! bear then unreproy'd 

Thy ſmiling treaſures to the green receſs 


Where young Dione ſtays : with ſweeteſt airs 
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Entice her forth to lend her angel form 

For Beauty's honour'd image, Hither turn 
Thy graceful ſootſteps; hither, gentle Maid! 
Incline thy poliſh'd forehead : let thy eyes 
Effuſe the mildneſs of their azure dawn 
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And may the fanning breezes waft afide 

Thy radiant locks, diſcloſing as it bends 

With airy ſoftneſs from the marble neck 

The cheek fair-blooming and the roſy lip, 

Where winning Smiles and Pleaſures ſweet as Lo ve 
With ſanctity and wiſdom temp'ring blend 323k 
Their foft allurement : then the pleafing force 

Of Nature, and her kind parental care, 

Worthier I'd fing; then all th' enamour'd youth 


12 


With each admiring virgin, to my lyre 325 

Should throng attentive, while I point on high 

Where Beauty's living image, like the Morn 

That wakes in zephyr's arms the bluſhing May, 

Moves onward, or as Venm when the ftoud 

Eftulgent on the pearly car and ſnnFd 370 

Freſh from the deep, and conſcious of her form, 

To ſee the Tritons tune their vocal ſhelli, 

And each cerulean fifter of the flood 

With leud acclaim attend her o'er the waves 

To ſeek th Idalian bow'r, Ye tfniiing baud 335 

Of Youths and Vugins! who thro” all the maze 

Qt young dehre with rival Reps purſue 

This charm of beauty, if the plenſing toil 

Can yield a mofnent's refpite, hither turn 

Your favourable ear, and truſt my words, 340 

I do not mean to wake the gloomy form 

Of Superſtition dreſs'd in Wiſdom's gurb 

To damp your tender hopes; I do not mean 
D 2 
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To bid the zealous Thund'rer fire the heav'ns, 

Or ſhapes infernal rend the groaning earth, 345 
To friglit you from your joys : my cheerful ſong 
With better omens calls you to the field, 

Pleas'd with your gen'rous ardour in the chaſe, 

And warm like you. Then tell me, for ye know, 
Does Beauty ever deign to dwell where nealth 359 
And active uſe are ſtrangers ? is her charm 


Confeſt in aught whoſe moſt peculiar ends 

Are tame and fruitleſs ? or did Nature mean 

Thus pleaſing call the herald of a lie, 

To hide the ſhame of diſcord and diſeaſe, 353 
And catch with fair hy pocriſy the heart 

Of idle Faith ? O no! with better cares 

Th' indulgent mother, conſcious how infirm 

Her oftspring tread the paths of good and ill, 


By this i!!uſtrious image, in each kind 360 
Still moſt illuſtrious where the object holds 

Its native pow'rs molt perfect, ſhe by this 

Illumes the headitrong impulſe of Deſire, 

Aud ſanctifies his choice. The gen'rous glebe 
Whoſe boſom ſmiles with verdare, the cl:ar track 
Of ſtreams delicious to the thirſty ſou!, 356 
The bloom of nectar'd fruitage ripe to ſenſe, 

And ev'ry charm of animated things, 


Are only pledges of a ſtate ſincere, 

Th' integrity and order of their frame 270 
When all is wel! within, and ev'ry end 
Accompliſh'd, Thus was Beauty ſent from Heav'n 
The lovely minittrefs of Truth and Good 
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In this dark world; for Truth and Good are one, 
And Beauty dwells in them and they in her 375 
With like participation: wheretore then, 

O Sons of Euth! would ye difiulve the tie! 


O! wherefore with a raſh impetuous aim 


Ver. 374. Truth and Good are one.—-— e 
du: lily in them, &C. | © Do you imagine,” lays Socrates 
© to Ariſlippus, that what is good is not beautiful 
„% have vou not obſcrved that theſeapprearances always 
4% coincide ? Virtue, for inſtance, in the fame reſpect 
© as to which we call it good, is ever acknowledged 
«to be keautiful allo. In the charatters of men 
* wealways join the two denominations together “. 
The beauty of human bodies chrefponds in like 
« manner with that economy of parts which confti- 
* tut:s them good, and in every circumſtance ot hte 
« the {famc objedt 1s conitantly accounted both beauti— 
« ful and good, inaſmuch as it an{wers the purpoſes 
« for winch it was deſigued.“ Aencft. Memorab. Socyat. 
lib. iii. cap. 8. 

Tims exccllent obſervation has been illuſtrated and 
extended by the noble reltorer of anc tent philoſophy. 


Sce fre Characteriſtics, vol. ii. p. 339 and 422. and 


vol. iii, p. 181. And another ingenious anttor has 
particulatly \aewn that it holds in the general laws of 
Nature, in the works of art, and ihe conduct of the 
ſciences. Inquiry into the Original of our Ideas of Beauty 
and Virtue, Vreat. i. ect. 2. As ta the councxion be- 
tween beauty and truth. there ate two 0Þ/1:015 cones 
cerning it. Some piylolorphers allet an independent 
and invatiable law in Nature, in conſequence of which 
* allrational beings mutt alike perceise beauty in tome 
* ceitein prope riy ths, and deform: ty in the contrary,” 
Aut thits De Ce [ity being luppulcd the ahne with that 
which commands the allent or dillent of the unders 


This the Athenians did in a peculiar manner by 
the words A H Jes. * νντνν . 
D 3 
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Seek ye thoſe flow'ry joys with which the hand 
Of laviſh Fancy paints each fAlatt'ring ſcene 330 
Where Beauty ſeems to dwell, nor once enquire 
Where is the ſanction of eternal truth, 

Or where the ſeal of undeceitful good, 

To ſave your ſearch from folly ! Wanting theſe, 
Lo! Beauty withers in your void embrace, 38 5 
And with the glitt'ring of an ideot's toy 


ſtanding, it fallows of courſe that beauty is founded 

on the unis er el and unchangeable law of truth. 
But others there are who be lic ve beauty to be mere- 
ly a relative and arbitrary thing; that indeed it was a 
benevolent proviton in Nature to annex fo delightful 
a ſenſation to thoſe objetts which are beſt and molt 
perfect in themſelves, that ſo we might be engaged to 
the choice of them at once, and without ſtay ing to in- 
fer their uſefulneſs from their ſtructure and eſfects; 
but that it is not impoſſible, in a phyſical ſenſe, that 
two beinys of equal capacities for truth ſhould per- 
ceive one of them beauty and the other deformity in 
the ſame proportions. And upon this ſuppoſition, by 
that truth which is always connected with beauty, no- 
thing more can be meant than the conformity of any 
object to thoſe proportions upon which, alter careful 
| examination, the beauty of that ſpecies is found to 
depend. Polycletus, for inſtance, a famous ancient 
{culptor, from an accurate menſuration of the ſeveral 
parts of the molt perfect human bodies, deduced b 
canon or ſyſtem of proportions which was the rule of 
all ſucceeding artiſts. Suppoſe a ſtatue modelled ac- 
cording to this, a man of mere natural taſte upon look» 
ing at it, without entering into its proportions, con- 
| feſles and admires its beauty; whereas a profeſſor of 
| the art applics his meaſures to the head, the neck, or 
the hand, and, without attending to its beauty, pro- 

| Hounces the wo:kmanſhip to be juſt and true. 
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Did fancy mock your vows. Nor let the gleam 
Of youthful hope that ſhines upon your hearts 
Be chill'd or clonded at this awful taſk 

To learn the lore of undeceitiul good 300 
And truth eternal. Tho' the pois'ncus charms 

Ot baleful ſuperſtition guide the feet 

Of ſervile numbers thro” a dreary way 

To their abode, thro' deſerts, thorns, and mire, 

And leave the wretched pilgrim all forlorn 395 
To muſe at laſt amid the ghoſtly gloom 

Of graves, and hoary vaults, and cloiſter'd cells, 

To walk with ſpectres thro' the midnight ſhade, 

And to the ſcreaming owl's accurſed ſong 

Attune the dreadful workings of his heart, 400 
Yet be not ye diſmay d; a gentler ſtar 

Your lovely ſearch illum nes. From the grove 
Where Wiſdom talk'd with her Athenian ſons 

Could my ambitious hand entwine a wreath 

Of Plato's olive with the Mantuan bay, 405 


Then ſhould my pow'rful Verſe at once diſpel 


Thoſe monkiſh horrors, then in light divine 
Diſcloſe th Ely ſian profpect, where the ſteps 
Of thoſe whom Nature charms thro' blooming walks, 
Thro' fragrant mountains and poetic ſtreams, 410 
Amid the train of ſages, heroes, bin de, 

Led by their winged Genius and the choir 

Of laurell'd Science and harmonious Art, 

Proceed exulting to th' eternal ſhrine 

Where Truth conſpic'oas with her ſiſter twins, 415 
The undivided partners of her ſway, 
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With Good and Beauty reigns. O let not us, 

Lull'd by iuxurious Pleaſure's languid ftraing 

Or crouclung to the frowns of bigot Rage, 

O let us not a moment pauſe to join 429 

That godlike band! and if the gracious pow 'r 

Who firſt awaken'd my untutor'd ſong 

Will to my invocation breathe anew 

The tuneful ſpirit, then thro” all our paths 

Neer ſhall the ſoumd of this devoted lure 

Be wanting : whether on the roſy nicad, 

V hen tummer ſmiles, to warn the melting heart 

Ot Luxury's allurement, whether firm 

Azaintt the torrent and the {ſtubborn Ini 

To urge bold Virtue's unremitted nerve, 430 

And wake the ftrong divinity of ſoul 

That conquers Chance and Fate, or whether truck 

For iounds of triumph to proclaim her tons 

Upon the lofty ſummit, round her brow 

To tu ine the wreath of incourruptive praiſe, 435 

To trace her hallow'd light thro' future worids, 

Aud bleſs Heai%'s image in the heart of m,. 
Thus with a faizhful aim have we prelum'd 

Advecnt'rous to delineate Nature's torni, 

Whether in vaſt majeſtic pomp array 'd, 


449 


Or drett for pleaſing wonder, or ſercue 
In Beauty's roſy ſmile. It now remains 


Thro' various Being's fair proportion d Icais 


To trace the rifing luſtre of her charins 
From their firtt ewilight, ſhining forti; at length 
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To full meridian ſplendour. Of degree 
The leaſt and lowhlieſt in the eftufive wirmth 
Of colours wingling with a random blize 


Doth Beauty dwell; then higher in the line 


And variation of determin'd ſhape, 458 
Where Truth's eternal meaſures mark the hound 
Of circle, cube, or ſphere : the third atcent 
Unites this vary'd ſymmetry of parts 
With colour's bland allurement, as tile pearl 
hincs in the concave of its azure bed, 473 


And paumed fetls indent their ſpeckle] wie! 
Tien more attractive rife the blooming torms 
Thro' which the breath of Nature has infus d 
Her genial pow'r to draw with pregnant ve 15 
Nutricous moittuare from the bounteous earth 469 
In fru and feed prolific ; thus the flow'rs 

heir purple honours with the ſpring reſi.me, 


And ſuch the {Lately tree which autumn bens 


With bluſhing treaſures. But more lovely tt 


Is Nature's charm, where to the full conſeut 46% 


Of complicated members, to the bloom 

Of colour aud the vital change of growth 
Life's holy flame and piercing ſenſe are giv'n, 
And active motion ſpeaks the temper'd ſoul : 
So moves the bird of Juno, ſo the Reed 
With rival ardour bcats the Quily pling 

And faithful dogs with eager airs of joy 


Salute their fellows, Thus doth B-auty dwell 


There molt conſpic'ous, ev'n in outward ſhape, 
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Where dawns the high expreſſion of a mind, 473 
By ſteps conducting our enraptur'd ſearch 

To that Eternal Origin whoſe pow'r 

Thro' all th' unbounded ſymmetry of things, 


Like rays effulging from the parent ſun, 

This endleſs mixture of her charms diffus'd. 430 
Mind, mind alone (bear witnefs, Earth and Heay'n !) 
The living fountains in itfelf contains 

Of beauteous and ſublime : here hand in hand 

Sit paramount the Graces, here enthron'd 

Celeſtial Venus with divineſt airs 43; 
Invites the ſoul to never-fading jor. 

Look then abroad thro* Nature, to the range 

Of planets, ſuns, and adamantine ſpheres, 

Wheeling unfa:ken thro' the void immenſe, 

And ſpeak, O Man! does this capacious ſcene 490 
With half that kindling majeſty dilate 


Thy ſtrong conception as when Brutus roſe 
Refulgent from the ſtroke of Cœſar's fate 

Amid the crowd of patriots, and his arm 

Aloft extending, like eternal Jove 495 
When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud 
On Tully's name, and ſhook his crimſon tteel, 

And bade the father of his country Hail! 

For lo the tyrant proſtrate on the duſt! 


Ver. 492. As when Brutus roſe, &c. ] Cicero himſelf 
deſcribes this fact — Cetare inertecto—ftatim cru— 
© entum alte extollens M. Brutus pugionem, Cicero- 
« nem nominatim exclamavit, atque ei recuperatam 
6 libertatem cit gratulatus,” Cic. 1⁰ . ii. 12. 
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And Rome again is free ! Is aught fo fair £09 
In all the dewy landſcapes of the ſpring, 
In the bright cye of Hetper or the Morn, 
In Nature's faireſt forms is aught ſo fair 
As virtuans friendſhip * as the candid bluſh 
Of him who firives with Fortune to be jult ? 50; 
The graceful tear that ſtreams for others* woes? 
Or the mild majeſty of private life, 
Where Peace with ever-blooming olive crovns 
The gate, where Honour s lib'ral lands eſfuſe 
Unenvy'd treaſures, aud the ſnowy wings 510 
Of Innocence and Love protect the ſcene ? 
Once more {earch undiſmay'd the dark profound 
Where Nature works in ſeerct, view the beds 
Of mineral treaſure, and th* cternal yault 
That bounds the hoaty ocean; trace the forms 515 
Of atoms moving with inceſſant chang 
Their elemental round, bchold the ſceds 
Of being, and the energy of life 
Kindling the mats with ever-1Gtive flame, 
Iden to the ſecrets of the working mind 28 
Attentive turn; from din: oblvion call 
Her fleet deal band, 2nd bid them go; 
Break thro” time': barrier, and overtake the hour 

nat ſaw the heav'ns created; then declare 
It augit were four in hot eternal ſcenes 825 
To move thy wonder now. For what are all 

tie forms which brute unconſcions matter ears, 
Geathe(s of bulk, or ſymmetry of pati? 
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Not reaching to the heart ſoon fecble grows 5 

| The ſuperficial impulſe ; dull their charms, ] 1 N 
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And ſatiate ſoon, and pall the languid eye. 

Not ſo the moral ſpecies, nor the powers 

Of genius and deſign: tht ambitious Mid 

[ There ſees herſelf ; by theſe congemal forms 

J it Touch'd and awaken d, with intenſer act 513 
| She bends cach nerve, aud meditates well plenus d 


| YO 25 


li Her features in the mirror: for of 4] 
| The inhabitants of earth to man alone 25 
Þ | Creative Wiſdom gave to lift his eye | 
IM To trutli's eternal meaſures, thence to frame 54% 
4 il The ſacred laws of action and of will, | 
Will! Diſcermng jultice from unequal deeds, q 
And temperance from folly. But bevond 


This energy of truth, whoſe dictates bind 4 

iſenting reaſon, the benignant Sire, 54 
To deck the honour'd paths of juſt and good, vg 
Has added briglit Imagination's rays, {id 


wy 


here Virtue riſing from the awful depth ber 
| yi Of Trutli's myſterious hoſom datt; forſake 

\} 11 unadorn'd condition of her birth, 44] 
And dreſs'd by Fancy in ten thouſand hues 

Aiiumes a various feature, to attract 


Ver. 548, Mere Firtne riſing } om the ateſul df 
O/ {ruth's myſterious boſom, &c.| According to the opi- 
nion of thoſe who aſſert moral obligation to be founded : 
on an immutable and univerſal law, aud that which 1s 3 
uluaily called the moral ſenſe, to be determincd by 


Wi the peculiar temper of the imagination and the car- 
| hicit allgyciatious of idcas. 
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With charms reſponſive to eachi gazer's eye 
The hearts of men. Amid Is rural walk 
Ii ingennous youth, whom ſolitude uſpires $55 
With pureſt wiſhes, from the penſive ſhade 

cholds her moving lik? a virgin Muſe 
i hat wakes her lyre to ſome indulgent theme 
Of harmony and wonder, wine among 
The herd of ſervile minds her ſtrenuous form 560 
Indignant flaſhes on the patriot's eye, 
And thro' the rolls of memory appeals 
To ancient honour, or, in act ſerene 

Yet watchful, raiſes the majeitic ſword 
Of public pow'r, from dark Ambition's reach 565 
To guard the ſacred volume of tlie laws. 

Gemus of ancient Greece ! whoſe faighſul ſteps 
Well pleas'd I follow thro” the ſacred paths 
Of Nature and of Science! Nurſe dis hie 
Of all heroic deeds and fair defires ! £79 
O let the breath of thy extended praiſe 
Inſpire my kindling boſom to the height 
Of this untempted theme ! Nor be my thoughts 
Preſumptuous counted, if amid the calm 
That ſooths this vernal ev'ning into ſmiles, 
I ſteal impatient from the ſordid l.aunts 
Of Strife and low Ambition to attend 
Thy ſacred preſence in the ſylvan ſhade, 
By their malignant footſteps ne'er profan'd. 
Deſceud propitious to my favour'd eye! 5% 
E 
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Such in thy mien, thy warm exalted air, 
As when the Perſian tyrant foil'd, and ſtung | : 
With ſhame and deſperation, gnaſh'd his tecth : 


vt 
To ſee thee rend the pageants of his throne, 5 
And at the lightning of thy lifted ſpear 585 is 


Crouch'd like a flave. Bring all thy martial ſpoils, 
Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triumphal ſongs 

Thy ſmiling band of arts, thy godlike ag 

Of civil wiſdom, thy heroic youth, 

Warm from the fchoo!s of glory, Guide my way 


Thro' fair Lyceurn's walk, the green retreats 591 
Of Academus, and tlie thymy vale 1 
Where oft' enchanted with Socratic ſounds 55 
- Uifſus pure devolv'd his tuneful ſtream 3 
In gentler murmurs. From the blooming ſtore 29; D 
Of theſe auſpicious fields may I unblam'd 3 
Tranſplant ſome living bloſſoms to adorn ik 
My native clime ; while far above the flight 8 ; 


Of Fancy's plume aſpiring I unlock 

The ſprings of ancient wiſdom ; while I join 600 
Thy name, thrice honour'd ! with th' immortal praiſe 
Ot Nature; while to my compatriot youth 

I point the high example of thy ſons, | 
And tune to Attic themes the Britiſh lyre. 6c4 


Ver. 591. Lyceun. ] The ſchool of Ariſtotle. 

Ver. 592- Academai.] The ſchool of Plato. | 

Ver. 594-1::fus. ) One of the rivers on which Athens 
was lu antes, Plato in ſome of his fineſt Dial: ngues lays 
the iccne of the conver {ation with Socrates on iba L. 


END OF BOOK FIT SZ r. 
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BOOK IL 


THE ARGUMENT, 


THE ef \nwetion of the works of Imagination from phi lo- 
Jay Pl cauſe "of their abuſe among the Moderns. Pros 
[tet of ther reunion unde the Ons of | bub ic bis 
berty. Enumeration of accidental Pleaſures, which en- 
| creaſe the effect of o. beft, delightful to the Imaginat'on, 
70 Plegſutes of ſenſe. Particular circumſtances of the 
mind. Diſcovery of Huth. Perception of contrivance 
and defign. Emotion of the paſſtons. Al the natura! paſs 
ſons partake of a pleaſing ſenſation ; with the finalcanſe 
of thts conſtitution Huſtrated by an Ailegorrcal Vijon, 
and excembirfied in ſorrow, pity, terror and indignation. 


W wx ſhall the laurel and the vocal ſtring 


Reſume their honours ? when ſhall we behold 

The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand, 

Aſpire to ancient praiſe ? Alas ! how faint, 

How ſlow, the dawn of beauty and of truth 5 
Preaks the reluctant ſhades of Gothic night 

Which yet involve the nations ! Long they groan'd 
Beneath the furies of rzpacious Force 

Ofr as the gloomy North with iron ſwarms 
Tempeſt'ous pouring from her frozen caves 10 
Blaſted the Italian ſhore, and ſwept the works 

Of Liberty and Wiſdom down the gulph 

Of all-devouring Night. As long immur'd 

In noontide darkneſs by the glimm'ring lamp 

Each Muſe and each fair Science pin'd away 15 
The ſordid hours, while foul Barbarian hands 

3 
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Their mytteries profan'd, unſtrung the lyre, 
And chain*d the ſoaring piniom down to earth, 
At laſt the Muſes roie and ſpurn'd their bonds, 

And wildly warbling ſcatter'd as they flew 29 
Their blooming wreaths from fair Valcluſa's bow'rs 
To Arno's myrtle border and the ſhore 

Of ſoft Parthenope, But ſtill the rage 

Of dire Ambition and gigantic Pow'r 


Ver. 19. A! Lift the Mufcs roſe, Kc.] About the age of 
Hugh Cape, trinder of the third race of French 
kings, the pots of Provence were in high reputation, 
a fort of firolling bzrds or rhapſodiſts, who went 
about the courts of prices and noblemen entertam— 
ing chem at feſtivals with muſic and poetry. They 
attempted both the epic, ode, and latire, and abound- 
ed in a wild and fantaſtic vein of fable, partly ollega- 
rical, and partly founded on traditionary legends of 
the Saracen wars. Theſe were the rudiments of Ita— 
lian poetry. But their taſte and compolition muſt have 
buen exiromely berbarous, as we may judge by thoſe 
who tollowed the turn of their fable in much politer 
times, ſuch as Botardo, Bernardo, 'Taſlo, Ariolto, Cc. 

Ver. 21. Valcluja.} The famous retreat of Frenciico 
Petrarcha, the tatzer of Italian poetry, and his mi- 
treis Laura, a lady of Avignon. 

Ver. 22. Aras. } The river which runs by Fiorence, 
the birth-place ot Dante and Boccacio. 

Ver. 23. Part/icnope.} Or Naples, the birth-place of 
Sannazaru. The great Torquato Tiflo was born at 
Sorrento in the kingdom of Naples. 

lbid.--the rage—Of dire Ambition, &c.] This relatesto 
the cruel wars among the republics of Italy, and abo— 
minable politics of its Iii tle princes, about the {tfteenth 
century. Theie at laſt, in cofjunttion with the Papal 
power, cntircly extinguiſhed the ſpirit of liberty n 
that country, and eſtabliſhed that abuſe of the line arts 
which has been ſince propagated over all Europe, 
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From public aims and from the buſy walk 25 
Of civil commerce drove the bolder train 

Ot penetrating Science to the cells 

Were ftudious Eaſe conſumes the ſilent hour 
In thadowy ſearches and unfruitful care. 
Thus from their guardians torn, the tender arts 30 
Of mimic fancy and harmonious joy 
To prieſtly domination and the luſt 
Of lawleſs courts their amiable toil 


Ver. 30. Thus from their guardians torn, the tender 
arts, &c. ] Nor were they only loſers by the ſeparation: 
tor philotophy itſelf, to uſe the words of a noble phi- 
loſopher, “being thus ſevered by the ſprightly arts 
© aud ſciences, mult conſequently grow droniih, in- 
© pid, pedantic, uſeleſs, and directly oppolite to the 
« real knowledge and practice of the world.” Inlo- 
much that “ a gentleman,” ſays another excellent 
writer, © cannot eaſily bring himſelf to like lo auſtere 
and ungainly a form; ſo greatly is it changed from 
« what was once the delight of the fineſt gentlemen 
« of Antiquity, and their recreation alter the hurry 
« of public affairs!” From this condition it cannot 
be retovered but by uniting it once more with the 
works of Imagination; and we have had the pleaſure 
ot obſerving a very great progreſs made towards their 
union in England within theſe few years. It is hardly 
polſibſe to conceive them at a greater diſtance from 
each other than at the Revolution, when Locke ſtood 
at the head of one party, end Dryden of the other, 
But the general ſpirit of liberty which has ever ſince 
been growing naturally invited our men of wit and 
gemus to 1mprove that influence which the arts of 
per ſusſion gave them with the people, by applying 
them to ſubjects of importance to ſociety, Thus poetry 
and cloqucuce became conſiderable, and philoſophy 
is now of courſe obliged to borrow of their em belliſh - 
ments in order even to gain audience with the public 
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For three inglorious ages have reſign'd, 

In vain reluctant, and Torquato's tongue 
Was tun'd for laviſh Pæans at the threne 

Of Tinſel Pomp, and Raphael's magic hand 
Eſfusꝰd its fair creation to enchant 

The ford adoring herd in Latian fanes 

To blind belief, while on their proſtrate necks 
The ſable tyrant plants his heel ſecure, 

But now, behwld ! the radiant zra dawns 
When Freedom's ample fabric, fix'd at length 
For endleſs years on Albion's happy ſhore, 
In fuil proportion once more ſhall extend 
To all the kindred pow'rs of ſocial bliſs 


A common manſion, a parental roof: 


There ſhall the Virtues, there ſhall Wiſdom's train, 


Their long-loſt friend; rejoining, as of old, 
Embrace the ſmiling family of Arts, 

The Muſes and the Graces. Then no more 
Shall Vice, dittracting their delicious gifts 

To aims abhorr'd, with high diſtaſte and ſcorn 
Turn from their charms the philoſophic eye, 
Ine patriot boſom ; then no more the paths 
Of public care or intellectual toil 

Alone by footſteps haughty and ſevere 

In gloomy ſtate be trod: th' harmonious Muſe 
Aud her perfuaſive ſiſters then ſhall plant 
Their ſhelt'rins laurels o'er the bleak aſcent, 
And ſcatter ow 'rs along the rugged way, 
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Arm'd with the lyre, already have we dar'd 
To pierce divine Philoſophy's retreats 

And teach the Muſe her lore, already ſtrove 
Their long-divided honours to unite, 

While tempxring this deep argument we ſang 
Of Truth and Beauty. Now the ſame glad taſk 
Impends ; now urging our ambitions toil 

We haſten to recount the various ſprings 

Of adventitious Pleaſure, which adjoin 

Their grateful influence to the prime effect 
Of objects grand or beauteous, and enlarge 
The complicated joy. The ſweets of ſenſe 


Do they not oft' with kind acceſſion flow 


* To raiſe harmonious fancy's native charm ? 


So while we taſte the fragrance of the roſe 
Glows not her bluſh the fairer? wlule we view 
Amid the noontide walk a limpid rill 

Guſh thro? the trickling herbage, to the thirſt 
Of ſummer yielding the delicious draught 


Ol cool refreſhmeat, o'er the moſſy brink 


Shines not the ſurface clearer, and the waves 


With {weeter muſick murmur as they flow? 


Nor this alone. The various lot of life 


+ Ofr' from external circumſtance aſſumes 


A moment's diſpoſition to rejoice 
In thoſe delights which at a diff 'rent hour 
Would paſs unheeded. Fair the face of ſpring 


> Whea rural ſongs and odours wake the Morn 
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To ev'ry eye; but how much more to his 90 Al 
Round Em the bed of fickne long diffus'd I 2 
Its melancholy gloom ! how doubly fair & Ic 
When Grit with freſh-born vigour he inhales hy 
The balmy breeze, and feels the bleſſed ſun | II 
Warm at his boſom, from the ſprings of life 97 1 1. 
Chaſing opyreſtive damps and languid pain! * D. 
Or ſhall I mention where celeſtial Truth 188 
Her awful light diſcloſes, to beſtow p Sp 
A more majeſtick pomp on Beauty's frame? 99 = T 
For man loves knowledge, and the beams of truth | 0 
More welcome touch his uaderſtznding's eye, 4 H 
Than all the blandiſhments of ſound his ear, 0 1 
Than all of taſte his tongue. Nor ever yet S 1 
The melting rainbow's vernal- tinctur'd hues | 3 
To me have ſhone ſo pleaſing as when firſt 155 10 
The hand of Science pointed out the nath 4 
In which the ſun-beams gleaming from the weſt 7 
Fall on the wat'ry cloud whoſe darkſome veil 2 
Involves the orient, and that trickling ſhow'r a | 1 
Piercing thro' ev'ry cryitalline convex 10 | 
Of clutt ring dewdrops to their flight oppos'd 0 ö 
Recoil at length where concave all behind 
Th' internal ſurface of each glaſſy orb , ; 
Repels their forward paſſage iato air, 5 | 
That thence direct they ſeek the radiant goal 11; | 


From which their courſe began, and as they riks 
In diſt 'r ent lines the gazer's obvious eye 
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Aſſume a diffrent luſtre thro' the brede 

Of colours changing from the ſplendid roſe 

To the pale violet's dejected hue. 129 
Or ſhall we touch that kind acceſs of joy 

That ſprings to each fair object while we trace 

Thro' all its fabric k Wiſdom's artful aim 

Diſpoſing ev'ry part, and gaining ſtilt 

By means proportion'd her benigaant end? 12 

Speak ye the pure delight whoſe favour'd ſteps 

The lamp of Science tliro' the jealous maze 

Ot Nature guides, when haply you reveal 

Her ſecret honours, whether in the ſky, 

The beautcous laws of light, the central pow'rs 130 

That wheel the penſile planets round the year, 

Whether in wonders of the rolling deep, 

Or the rich fruits of all-ſuſtaining eartl:, 

Or fine-adjuſted ſprings of life and ſenſe, 

Ye ſcan the counſels of their Author's hand. 135 
What, when to raiſe the meditated ſcene 
The flame of patiion thro' the ſtrugghng foul 
Deep-kindled thews acroſs that ſudden blaze 


The object of its rapture, vaſt of ſize, 
Vih fiercer colours and a night of ſhade? 14? 
What? like a ſtorm from their capacious bed 
The founding ſeas o'erwhelming, when the might 
Ot theſe eruptions working from the depth 

Of man's ſtrong apprehenſion ſhakes his frame 


Ey'a to the baſe, from ev'ry naked ſenſe 145 
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P 

Of pain or pleaſure diſfipating all 
Opinion's feeble coverings, and the vei} 9 Inteni 
Spun from the cobweb faſhion of the times 1 By th: 
To hide the feeling heart? then Nature ſpenks 97 Elſe r 
Her genuine language, and the words of men, 1 A Incun 
Big with the very motion of their ſouls, For c 
Declare with what accumulated force = a 
Il impetuous, nerve of paſſion urges on 4 Acm: 
The native weight and energy of things. i Decor 
Yet more her honours : where nor beauty cls; | 4 The | 
Nor thews of good the thirſty ſenſe allure, 14 * Of A 
From paſſion's pow'r alone our nature holds at 
Eſſential Pleaſure. Paſſion's fierce illapſe | Put | 
Rouſes the mind's whole fabrick, with ſupplics TS Or t! 
Ot daily impulſe keeps th' elaſtick ponts 105 Ot b. 


Ver. 157. From paſ.on's por alone, &c.] This ver: *To r 
myſterious kind of Plealure, which is often found 17 | le 
the ex-rc:lc ot paſſions generally counted painful, ha 1 f 
beentaken notice of by ſcvcral authors. Lucretius te. Neve 
folves it into ſelf-love: Nr. 

| « of N yy 166 { 
Suat e mart meg ro, Sc. Lib. ii. 1. 3 
| * i . f Nut 
As ifa man was never pleaſed in beiifg moved at the x It 
diſtreſs of a tragedy, without a cool reflection, ts: 4 Of \ 
13 13 Ca N vet 
thoug!: theſe ſictitious perſonages were fo unhapp!','\ 0 6 
he himſelf was perfectly at caſe and in ſaſetv. : | 
. . 1 _ 4. > 3 - 
ingenious author of the Reflections Critiques ſur „% Por: en 


c. fur la Veinture, accounts for it by the general delig O. 
w.ach the mind takes in its own activity, and the ab- 
lj horrence it feels of an wdoicut and inattentive flate! Fro 
| aud this joined with the moral approbation of its Bev 
| temper, which attends theſe emotions when nat”, i 
| aud juſt, is certainly the true ſoundation of the pla As 
ſure, which os it is the origin and baſis of tragily | a © 


and epick, deſerved a very particular conhderatio 1 
this poem. 
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Intenſely pois'd, and poliſhes anew, 

F By that collifion, al! the fine machine; 

** Elſe ruſt would riſe, and foulneſs, by degrees 

| Incumb'ring, choke at laſt what Heav'n defign'd 


For c-aſzleſs motion and a round of toil. 15, 
— But fry, Does ev'ry pattion thus te man 
Adminiſter delight? That name indeed 

4 Becomes the roſy breath of Love, becomes 

4 The radiant ſmiles of Joy, th' applauding hand 

Of Admiration; hut the bitter ſhow'r 170 


That Sorrow ſheds upon a brother's grave, 
Eut tlie dumb pally of nocturnal Fear, 
Or thoſe conſuming fires that gnaw the heart 
0 panting Lid gnation, find we there 
ZTo move delight: — Then liſten while my tongue 
rte unalter'd will of Heav'n with faithful awe 176 
MMeve.ls, what old Harmodius wont to teach 
My early age: Harmodius i who had weigh'd 
Vithin his learned mind whate'er the ſchools 
N Of Wisdom, or thy lonely-whiip'ring voice, 135 
| O ſuthſul Nature! dictate of the laws 
Mich govern and ſupport this mighty frame 
Or un.iverſal being: oft the hours 
'F rom morn to eye have ſtol'n unmark'd away 
Av: ale mute attention hung upon his lips; 18 
F. tions the ſage his awful tale began: 
'T'wa: in the windings of an ancient wood, 
8* When ſporlefe roh with ſolitude reſigns 


ce 
* 
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« To ſweet philoſophy the ſtudious day, 


«© What time pale Autumn ſhades the ſilent eve, 195 | « * 
% Muſing I rov'd. Of good and evil much, 1 
60 N 


And much of mortal man, my thought revoly'd; 


“ When ſtarting full on Fancy's guſhing eye * 
% The mournful image of Parthenia's fate 3 
© That hour, O long belov'd and long deplor'd! 19; | ” 
« When blooming youth nor gentleſt Wiſdom's at, T 
% Nor Hymen's honours gathe1'd for thy brow, 3 
« Nor all thy lover's, all thy father's tears, he 
« Avail'd to ſnatch thee from the crucl grave, " Wn 
44 Thy agonizing looks, thy laſt farewell, 2 1 
« Struck to the inmoſt feeling of my ſoul + 
« As with the hand of Death! At once the ſhade 8 
« More horrid nodded o'er me, and the winds 5 
% With hoarſer murm'ring ſhook the branches. Daus = 
« As midnight ſtorms the ſcene of human things 28; : 5 
« Appear'd before me; deſerts, burning ſands, ; ” 
« Where the parch'd adder dies; the frozen ſoul, 7 vo 
« And deſolation blaſting all the welt 8 
« With rapine and with murder: tyrant Power E 
« Here fits enthron'd with blood; the baleful crm 5. 
& Of Superſtition there infect the ſkies, 211 5 
4% And turn the ſun to horror. Gracious Henn Y 
% What is the life of man? or cannot theſe, 8 
« Not theſe portents, thy awful will ſufiice ? 4 
« That propagated thus beyond their ſcope / 


« They rite to act their cruelties anew 
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« Tn my afflited boſom, thus decreed 

« The univerſal ſenſitive of pain, 

« The wretched heir of evils not its own ! 
« Thus I impatient ; when at once eltus'd 

« A waſhing torrent of celeſtial day 

« Hurt thro' the ſhadowy void. With flow defcent 

« A purple cloud came floating thro' the fz, 

And pois'd at length within the circling trees 

Hung obvious to my view, till op'ning wide 225 

Its lucid orb a more than human form 

Emerging, lean'd majeſtick o'er my head, 

« And inſtant thunder ſhook the conſcious grove z 

Then melted into air the liquid cloud, 

And all the ſhining viſion ſtood reveal'd. 233 

A wreath of palm his ample forehead bound, 

« And o'cr his ſhoulder mantling to his knee 

Flow'd the tranſparent robe, around bis wait 

Collected with a radiant zone of gold 

Ethereal; there in myſtick ſigns engray'd 

I read his office high and ſacred name, 

Genius of Humankind. Appall'd I gaz'd 

The godlike preſence, for athwart his brow 

Diſpleaſure temper'd with a mild concern 


233 


Look'd down reluctant on me, and his words 240 
Like diſtant thunders broke the mut muring ar, 
« Vain are thy thoughts, O Child of mortal birth } 
And impotent thy tongue. Is thy ſhort ſpan 
Capacious of this univerſal frame ? 

F 


< 
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* Thy wiſdom all-ſufficient * Thou, alas! 255 
«© Poſt thou aſpire to judge between the Lord \ 
a Of Nature and his works? to lift thy voice 55 5 
« Againſt the ſov'reign order he decreed, 75 


& All good and lovely? to blaſpheme the bands : 
« Of tenderneſs innate and ſocial love, 2:3 8 
4 Holieſt of things! by which the gen'ral orb T 
& Of being, as by adamantine links, 5 
© Was drawn to perfect union, and ſuſtain'd . 
From everlaſting? Haſt thou felt the pangs 5 
& Of ſoft' ning ſorrow, of indignant zeal, II. E * 
* $9 grievous to the ſoul as thence to wiſh y 
The ties of Nature broken from thy frame, 5 
& That ſo thy ſelfiſh unrelenting heare N 
« Might ceaſe to mourn its lot, no longer then * 
«© The wretched heir of evils not its own ? 24. 4 C 
a O fair benevolence of gen'rous minds 
#4 O man by Nature form'd for all mankind !” 8 

« He ſpoke; abaſh'd and ſilent I remain'd, : 
« A; conſcious of my tongue's offence, and aw'd f 
& Before his preſence, tho my ſecret foul 205 5 
„ Piſdain'd the imputation. On the ground 1 
& I fix'd my eyes, till from his airy couch | 6c 
« He ſtoop'd ſublime, and touching with his hand 1 
6% My dazzling forehead, “ Raiſe thy fight,” he cry'd, | « 
& And let thy ſenſe convince thy erring tongue:”2 75 | 40 

I look d, and lo ! the former ſcene was clung'd; 16 


« For verdaut alleys and ſurrounding trees 2 60 
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4 A ſolitary proſpect wide and wild 

F « Ruſh'd on my ſenſes. *Twas an horrid pile 

* « of hills, with many a ſhaggy foreſt mix'd, 275 
« With many a ſable cliff and glitt'ring ſtream. 

« Aloft recumbent o'er the hanging ridge | ſprings 
« The brown woods wav'd, while cver-trickling 
« Waſh'd from the naked roots of oak and pine 

% The crumbling ſoil, and (till at ey'ry fall 235 
& Down the ſteep windings of the channell'd rock 
« Remurm'ring ruſh'd the congregate floods 


With hoarſer inundation, till at laſt 

They reach'd a graſſy plain which from the ſkirts 

Of that high deſert ſpread her verdant lap, 285 

And drank the guſhing moiſture, where confini'd 
« In one ſmooth current o'er the lilied vale 

1 Clearer than glaſs it flow'd. Autumnal ipoiis 


- 
— 
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* 
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Luxuriant ſpreading to the rays of morn 

„ Bluſh'd o'er the cliſls, whoſe half-encircling round 
« fa in a ſylvan theatre enclos'd 291 
* That flow'ry level. On the river's brink 

« 1 ſpy'd a fair pavilion, which dittus'd 

“Its floating umbrage mid the filver ſhade 

| “ Of oſiers. Now the weſtern ſun reveal'd 205 
( Between two parting clifts his golden orb, 

| And pour'd acroſs the {ſhadow of the hills 

„ Oa rocks and floods a yellow ſtream of light 
That cheer'd the ſolemn ſcene. My lift ning pow'rs 
Were aw'd, and ev'ry thought in ſilence hung 300 j 
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&« And wondering expectation : then the voice 
& Of that celeſtial pow'r the myſtick ſhow 
4% Declaring, thus my deep attention call'd : 

« Inhabitant of earth, to whom is giv'n 


Ver. 304. Inhabitant of earth, &c. ] The account oft: 
economy of Providence here introduced, as the ng 
proper to calm and ſatisfy the mind when under the 
compunction of private evils, ſeems to have come ot. 
ginally from the Pythagorean {chool ; but cf the ang. 
ent phiiolophers Plato has molt largely inſiſied uno +, 
hes eſtabiiſhed it with all the ftreugth of his capecyy 
underſtanding, and enaobled it with all the manu 
fcence of his diviiie imagination. He has one pas: 
10 full and clear on this head, that I am perfuadcd i! 
reader will be pleaſed to fee it here though ſome. | 
long. Addrefhng himſelf to ſuch as arc not 1atisficc 


concerning divine Providence; „The Being who me- 
% ſides over the whole,” ſays he, “ has diſpoſed art 
© complicated all things for the happineſs and vine 
„of the Whole, every part of which, according tothe 

extent of its influer.ce, dots and ſuſſers what is 
and proper. One of theſe parts is your's, O. 
happy man! which though in itſel; moſt incontiges 
rable and minute, yet being connected with the un 

verſe, ever ſeeks to co-operate with that ſup 
© order, 


teme 
You in the mean time are 1gnorant ot the 
very end for whichall particular natures ate 210ugi! 
into Exilience, that the all-comprehcuding nature 
ol the Whole may be perfect and happy; c, 
it docs not ſor your ſake, but the cauie and 1c on 
of your Exiſtence, which, as in the ſymmetry vi 
every artificial work, muſt of neceſſity concur with 
tue general defign of the artiſt, and be lubſervient (0 
the whole, of which it is a part. Your complain: 


therefore is ignorant ad groundleſs, ſince accgla- 
ing to the various energy of creation and the com- g 
mon laws of Nature there i a conſtant provinon t 
6& that which is belt, at the ſame time for vou aud e 
the whole. For the governing Intelligence £1c2!/) 


by 


: 
: 
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« The gracious ways of Providence to learn, 

« Receive my ſavings with a ttedfaft ear, — 
Know then the Sovereign Spirit of the world, 
Tho? felf-colleted from eternal time 

n « Within his own deep eſſence he beheld 


wo « The hoands of true felicity complete, 310 


% Yet by immenſe benignity inclin'd 


Le « beholding all the actions of animated and ſelf- moving 
, % creatures, and that mixture of good and evil which 

| « diverſifies them, conſidered hrit of all by what diſ- 
4 © poſition of things, and by what ſituation of each in- 
© G1vidual in the general ſy ltcm, vice might be de» 
& prefied and ſubducd, and virtue made ſecure of 
| „victory and happineſs, with the greatell facility, and 
« in the higheſt degree poilible: in this manner he 
© = « grdered through ine entire circle of being the inten- 
& nal conllitation of every mind, where ſhould bo its 
& ſtation in the uwaverſal fabrick, and through what 
„variety of circumſtances it thou:d vice. in the 
© whole tenour of its exillence.” He goes on in his 
fiD.mme manner to allert a future [tate of retribution, 
Lo * as well tor thoſe who by the excrcile of good dife 
y © poſitions being harmonized ang aihmilated into the 
divine virtue, are coulcquentiy removed to a place of 
© unblemiſhed ſanctitv and h appineſs, as of thole wha 
6 ” oy the molt flagitious arts have riſen from contemp— 

* tible beginnings to the greateſt otiluence and power, 
. « and whom you therctore look upon as unantwer- 
1 able inſtances of negligence in the gos, becauſe you 
6+ are ignorant of the purpolts to wich they are ſub- 
& lervient, and in what manner they contribute to that 
« ſupreme intention of good to the whole,” Plato de 
| Leg. «4. 


1his theory has been delivered of late, eſpecially a- 


- | broad, in a manner which ſubveits the freedom ot hu- 

man actions ; whercas Plato appears very careful to 

N it, and has been in that reſpect imitated by 
ne beſt of his followers. 
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« To ſpread around him that primeval joy 
« Which fill'd himſelf, he rais'd his plattich arm 
« And ſounded thro' the hollow depth of ſpace 


% The ſtrong creative mandate; ſtraight grote 31; 
« Theſe heav'nly orbs, the glad abodes of life 

4c Effufive kindled by his breath divine 

« Thro endleſs forms of being; each inhal'd 

« From him its portion of the vital flame, 

% In meaſure ſuch that from the wide complex 329 
4% Of coexiſtent orders one might riſe, 

« One order, all-mvoleing and entire. 

4% He too beholding in the ſacred light 

« Of tis cſſent;ial reafon all the ſhapes 

« Of ſwift contingence, all ſucceſſive ties 32 
« Of action propagated thro' the ſum 

« Of pollible exiſtence, he at once 

& Down the long ſeries of eventful time 

« So fix'd the dates of being, ſo diſpos'd 

To ev'ry living ſoul of ev'ry kind 330 
The field of motion, and the hour of reſt, 

That all conſpir'd to his ſupreme deſign, 

To univerſal good; with full accord 

Anſwering the mighty model he had choſen, 


% The bett and ſalreſt of unnumber'd worlds 335 
Ver 321.— 0e m1 obt * fe, — One order. &c.1 Sre Tz 
Meditations of. intoninus, and The Charalter ſticks, paſt. 


Ver. 335. The beſt and ſai eſt, &c.] This opinion is 
ſo old, that Timæus Locrus calls the Supreme Being 
O Ng ονοε TY 2 TI, 6 The Artificer of that which 
& 18 den; and repreſents him as reſolving in the be- 
ginning to produce the moſt excellent w ork, and as 


copying the world moſt exactly from his own intelli- 


40 
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„ That lay from everlaſting in the ſtore 

© Of his divine conceptions. Nor content 

« By one exertion of creative pow r 

« His goodneſs to reveal, thro' ev'ry age, 

« Thro' ev'ry moment up the track of time, 

« His parent hand with ever-new increaſe 

« Of happineſs and virtue has adorn'd 

© The vaſt harmonious frame: his parent hand 
& From the mute ſhell-fiſh gaſping on the ſhore 
© To men, to angels, to celeflial minds, 345 
© Forever leads the generations on 

&© To higher ſcenes of being, while ſupply'd 

« From day to day with his enliv'ning breath 

«© Inferior orders in ſucceſſion riſe 

„% To fill the void below, As flame aſcends, 3 50 
« As bodies to their proper centre move, 

« Az the pois'd ocean to th' attraftive moon 

„ Obedient ſwells, and ev'ry headlong ſtream 

«© Devolves its winding waters to the main, 

© So all things which have life aſpire to God, 3 
* The ſun of being, boundleſs, unimpair'd, 


* 
un 


gible and eſſential idea; © ſo that it yet remains as it 
as at fir!t, perlect in beauty, and will never ſland in 
„ need of any correction or improvement.“ There 
can be no room for a caution here to underſtand the 
expreſſions not of any particular circumſtances of hu- 
man lite ſeparately conſidered, but of the ſum or uni- 
verſal ſyſtem of life and being. Sce alſo The Viſion at 
the end of The Theodicee of Leibnitz. 

Ver. 359. As flame aſcends, &c.] This opinion, tho? 
not held by Plato nor any of the Anticnts, is yet a ve! 
natural conſequence of his principles : but the diſqui— 
wang is too complex and extenſive to be cuteted wpou | 

ble. 
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Centre of ſouls! Nor does the faithful voice ac 
Of Nature ceaſe to prompt their eager ſteps / N 
« Arighit, nor is the care of Heay'n withheld py 7 
** From granting to the taſk proportion'd aid, 3. ' 
That in their ſtations all may perſevere x 
* To climb tl aſcent of being, and approach 5 
« For ever nearer to the life divine. . 2 
% That rocky pile thou ſeeſt, that verdant lawn, 5 

N 


« Freſh water d from the mountains. Let the ſcene 
« Paint in thy fancy the primeval ſeat 305 


© Of man, and where the Will Supreme ordain'd 
4 


* 


His manſion, that pavilion fair diffus'd 


*& Along the ſhady brink, in this receſs 


To wear th' appointed ſeafon of his youth, 37e 


© Till riper hours ſhould open to his toil 


© The high communion of ſuperior mind, 

« Of conſecrated heroes and of gods. 

«© Nor did the Sire Omnipotent forget 

& Fits tender bloom to cheriſh, nor withheld 375 
«7 Celeſtial footſteps from his green abode : 

« Oft from the radiant honours of his throne 
He {ent whom moſt he lov'd, the Sov'reign Fair, 
« The effluence of his glory, whom he plac'd 


© Þefore his eyes for ver to behold, 380 


« The goddeis from whoſe inſpiration flows | 
« The toil of patriots, the delight of fricads, 5 
% Mitwout whoſe work dice in heav'n vr carth 


© Noug' u lovely, nought propitious, comes to paß, 
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N & Nor hope, nor praiſe, nor honour. Her the Sire 
« Gave it in charge to rear the blooming mind, 386 
N « The ſolded pow'rs to open, to direct 
& The growth luxuriant of his young deſires, 
&« And from the laws of this majeſtick world 
« To teach him what was good. As thus the nympli 
& Her daily care attended, by her fide 391 
& With conſtant ſteps her gay companion ſtay'd, 
& The fair Euphroſyne ! the gentle queen 
| © Of ſmiles, and graceful gladneſs, and delights 
** That cheer alike the hearts of mortal men 395 
« And pow'rs immortal. See the ſhining Pair! 
% Bzhold where from his dwelling now diſclos'd 
© They quit their youthful charge and ſeek the ſkies.” 
« I loo}k'd, and on the flow'ry turf there ſtood 
«© getween two radiant forms a ſmiluig youth 400 
* Whoſe tender checks ditplay'd the vernal flow'r 
Ot beauty, ſwecteſt innucence illum'd 
** His baſhful eyes, and on his polih'd brow 
Sat young Simplicity. With fond regard 
& He view'd tli' aſſociates as their Neps they mov'd 3 
“% The younger chief his ardent cyes detain'd, 486 
« With mild regret invoking her return; 
“ Bright as the ſtar of ev'ning the appea'd 
& Amid the dnſky ſcene : etcrnal youth 
F “Der all her form its glowing honours breath'd, 


* And ſmiles eternal from her candid eyes 41 


* Flow'd like the dewy luſtie of the mora 
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& Effahve trembling on the placid waves: 


70 


4% The ſpring of heav'n had ſhed its bluſhing ſpoits 
4% To bind her ſable treſſes; full diffus'd 415 
« Her yellow mantle floated in the breeze, 

&« And in her hand ſhe way'd a living branch 

& Rich with immortal fruits of pow'r to calm 

% Tae wrathful heart, and from the brighit'ning eve 
& To chaſe the cloud of ſadneſs. ore tublime 4:8 
« The hcav'nly partner mov'd : the prime of age 

« Compos'd her ſteps : the preſence of a god, 
& Iiigh on the circle of her brow enthron'd, 
From each majeſtick motion darted awe, 

« Devoted awe! till cheriſh'd by her looks, 4:5 
4% Benevolent and meek, confiding love 

46% To tilal rapture foften'd all the ſoul. 

& Free in her graceful hand ſhe pois'd the ſword 

&« Of chaſte dominion : an heroick crown 
„ Diſplaz'd the old ſimplicity of pomp 430 
% Around her honour'd head: a matron's robe 

« White as the ſunſhine-ſtreams thro' vernal cloud 
« Her ſtately form inveſted, Hand in hand 

% Tl immortal pair forſook th' enamell'd green, 
435 
« Gleam'd round their path; celeſtial ſounds were 


& Aſcending flowly : rays of limpid light 


« And through the fragrant air ethereal dews HC 
« Dittill'd around them, till at once tlie clouds 
« Diſparting wide in midway ſky withdrew 


$ Their airy veil, and left a bright expanſe 442 


* 


— 


. 


* 
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« Of empyrean flame, where ſpent and drown'd 
« Afilited viſion plung'd in vain to fcan 
« What object it involv'd. My feeble eyes 
© Endur'd not. Bending down to earth I ood 
« With dumb attention. Soon a female voice, 445 
«© As wat'ry murmurs ſweet or watbling ſhades, 
A \W ith ſacred invocation thus began : 
« Farher of gods and mortals ! whoſe richt arm 
„uh reins eternal guides the moving iicav ns, 
« Bend thy propitious ear: behold weil-pleas'd 450 
* I ſeek to finiſh thy divine decree. 
« With frequent ſteps I viſit yender ſcat 
© Of man, thy oltspring, from the tender ſceds 
© Of juſtice and of wiſdom to evolve 
„The latent honours of tus gen'rous frame, 425 
« Till thy conducting hand ſhall raife his lot 
From earth's dim ſcene to theſe ethcreal walks, 
The temple of thy glory. But not me, 
„Not my directing voice, he oft requires, 
4 Or hears delighted: this enchanting maid, 40 
« Th' affociate thou haſt givin me, her alone 
“ He loves, O Father! abſent her he craves ; 
© And but for her glad pretence ever join'd 
*© Rejoices not in mine; that all my hopes 
This thy benignant purpoſe to fulfil 455 
I deem uncertain, and my da ly cares 
«© Unfruitful all and vain, unleſ by thee 
Still farther aided in the work divine.“ 
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& She ceas'd; a voice more awful thus reply't 


4% O thou ! in whom for ever I delight, 48 : 
& Fairer than all th' inhabitants of heav'n, : a 
* Beſt image of thy Author! far from thee i 
* Be diſappointment, or diſtaſte, or lame, | ; 


© Who ſoon or late ſhalt ev'ry work fulli!, 

& And no reſiſtance ſind, If man refuſe 475 
* by | 0 

& To hearken to thy dictates, or allur'd 1 


„ By meaner joys to any other pow'r 

& Transfer the honours due to thee alone, 
© That joy which he purſues he ne'er ſhall taſte, | 
© That pow'r in whom delighteth ne'er behold, 4%; | 
«Go then once more, and happy be thy toil; 
Go then, but let not this thy ſmiling friend 

« Partake thy footſteps. In her ſtead, behold 

«© With thee the fon of Nemeſis I ſend, 

« The fiend abhorr'd! whoſe vengeance takes account 
« Of ſacred Order's violated laws. 285 
« See where he calls thee, burning to be gone, 
Fierce to exhauſt the tempeſt of his wrath 
On yon' devoted head. But thou, my child! 

4 Control his cruel phrenzy, and protect 490 
„ Thy tender charge, that when deſpair ſhall giwp 
His agonizing boſom he may learn, 

Then he may learn, to love the gracious lu nd. 
% Alone ſufficient in the hour of ill 


To fave his feeble ſpirit ; then confeſs 49 
Thy genuine hogours, O excelling Fair! 
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« When all the plagnes that wait the Ceadly will 
© Of this avenging demon, all the ttorms 
2 4% Of night infernal, ſerve but to diſplay 


« The energy of thy ſuperior charms 550 


ä — 
« 
4 o 


« With mildeſt awe triumphant o'er his rage, 


« And ſhining clearer in the horrid gloom.” 


« Here ccas'd that awſul voice, and ſoon 1 felt 
« The cloudy curtain of refreſhing eve 
« Was clos'd once morc, from that immortal tire 
« Slielt'ring my eyelids, Looking up 1 view'sd 96 
« A vall gigantuck ſpectre ſtriding on 
„ Thry' murm ring thunders and a watte of clouds 
« With dreadtul action. Biack as night his brow 
« Relentleſs frowns mvely'd : his lage umbs 519 
% W ih ſharp impatience violent he witli 
„As through convulſive anguiſh ; and lis hand, 
« Arm'd With a ſcorpion laſh, full oft he rais'd 
« In magnets to his boſom; while his eyes 
% Rain'd bitter tears, and bellowing loud he ſhook 
« The void with horrour. Silent by his fide 516 
« Thee virgin came; no diſcompoſure ſtirr'd 
« Her fcatures ; from tlie glooms which hung around 


« No ſtain of darkneſs mingled with the beam 


: O her divine eftulgence. Now they ftcup $20 
« Upon the river bank, and now to hail 
« His wonted gueſts with eager ſteps advanc'd 
« The unſuſpecting inmate of the ſhade, 
„As when a famifh'd wolf that all night long 
G 


ce 


N 
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74 

& Had rang'd the Alpine fnows by chance at morn 

« Sees from a cliff incumbent o'er the ſmoke 526 

« Of ſome lone village a neglected kid 

« That ſtrays along the wild for herb or ſpring, 

% Down from the winding ridge le ſweeps amiin, 

« And thinks he tears him; fo with tenfold rage 330 

« The moilter ſprung remorſeleſs on his prey. 

« Amaz'd ihe {triping ſtood ; with panting breaſt 

% Feebly he pour'd the lamentabie wail 

« Of helplcfs confternation, ſtruck at once 

& And rovted to the ground. The queen beheld 233 

« His terrour, and with looks of teud'teft due 

« Adyanc'd to ſave him. Soon thc trant fel: 

„Her awful pow'r : his Keen tempo: us arm 

Hung nerveleſs, nor deſcended whiztre lis rage 

„ Had aim'd the deadly blow, then dub retw'd 

„% With ſullen rancour. Lo! the ſovereign mal 541 

„Folds with 2 mother's arms the fanting buy 

& Till lite rckindles in his roſy check, | TON FUE, 

« Thea graſps his bands, and cheers him with her 
6 0 wake thee, rouſe thy ſp.rit ! mall the ſpite 

„Ot your” tormentor thus appal thy heart, 547 

„% White I thy friend and guardian an; at Land 

& To re{:ue and to heal? O let th; bal 

© Remember what the wit! ea, organs 

6& Js ever £20d far all, and if {- !! 556 

& inen good ! ther. Nor on: e the warmth 


«© Aud ſoutiuig iunſhine of d2!:;gnltu ihmes 


Lk * 


— 


= 3 . 


rr 


- 
Fl 


+ 8 . 
Nn 


. 


„„ I TIT 


PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. 


ct Po minds grow up and flouriſh. Oſt' miſled 


& By that bland 1;ght the young unpractisd views 


„ Of reaſon wander through a fatal road, 
« Far from their native aim, as if to lie 

« Inglorious in the fragrant ſhade, and watt 
« The ſoft acceſs of ever-circling joys, 

« Were all the end of being. Alk thyſelf, 
& This pieaſing errour did it never lull 

« Thy withes ? has thy conſtaut heart refus'd 
& The ſilken fetters of delicious caſe ? 

« Or when divine Euphroſvne appear'd 

« Within this dwelling, did not thy delires 

« Hang far below the meaſure of thy fate 

“ Which I reveal'd beſore thee * and thy eyes 
« Irpctient of my counſels turn away 

4 To drink the ſoſt eftuſton of her ſmiles ? 

© know then for this the Everlaſting Sire 

« Dyprives thee of her preſence, and inſtead, 
«EO wile and Cl benevolent ! ordains 

1. horrid viſage hither to purſue 

% My Reps, that ſo thy nature may difcern 

& Its real gov, and what alone can fave 

« Thy feeble ſpirit in this hour of ill 


From frily 2nd deſpair. O yet belov'd! 


„% Let not tis neadiong terrniuyr quite o' eru helm 


% Thy ſcatter'd pow'rs, nor ſatal deem the rage 


* Of this tormentor, nor his proud aſſault, 


& While I am here to vindicate thy toil, 
CG 2 


535 


36g 


579 


375 


380 


76 PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION, 


% Above the gen'rous queſtion of thy arm. 
© Brave by thy fears, and in thy weakneſs ſtrong, 
© This hour he triumphs ; but confront his might 
| And dare him to the combat, then, with cate 
% Difarm'd and quell'd, his fierceneſs he reſigns 33 
© To bondage and to ſcorn; while thus enur'd, 
% By .watchtal danger, by unceaſing toil, 
« Tit immortal mind ſuperior to his fate, 
© Amit®the outrove of external thugs 
© Firm as the fold baſe of this great world, 890 
“% Relts on his own foundations. Plow ye Winds! 
« Ye Waves! ve Thnnders ! roll your tempett on, 
„ Shake ye old Pillars of the ma ble tky ! 
6 Tilt all its (bs and all its Worlds of fire 
Be looſen'd from their ſeats; yet ful ſerene 207 
« [i unconquer'd mind looks down upon the Mick, 
« And ever itronger as the Norms adyauce 
« Firm thro” the cloſing ruin lot: bis way 
“% Where Nature calls lum, to the deitin'd goal.“ 

« So {pike the goddeſs, while tiro' ail her frame 
«« Celeſt:a} raptures flow'd, in ev'ry word, 621 
% In evry motion, Kinding warmth divine 
& To ſelzèe who litten'd, Vehement and ſwift 
4% As ligluuing fires tht aromatick ſhade 
„In Etlopian fields the ſtripling felt 603 
& Her inſpiration Catch his tervid soul, 
Aud ſtarting from his languor thus exclaim'd:” 


« Then let the trial come! and witnels Un 
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u If terror be upon me, if I ſhrink 

« To meet the florm, or fan!ter in my Arength 616 
« When hardeſt it beſets me. Do not think 

« That I am fearful and infirm of foil, 

& As late thy eyes beheld, for thou haft chang'd 
„My nature; thy commanding voice has wak'd 

« My languid powers to bear me boldly on 615 
„M here'er the will divine my path ordans 

& Thro' toil or peril; only do not thou 

« Forſake me: O! be thon for ever near, 

& That I may liten to thy ſacred voice, 

% And guide by thy decrecs my conſtant fest. 628 
“% But ſay, for ever are my eyes berelt ? 

« Say, ſhall the fair Euphroſyne not once 

« Appear again to charm me? Thou in heav'n, 

« thou Eternal Arbiter of things! 


« Be thy great bidding done; for who am I 62 cl 
© — , 


& To queſtion thy appointment? Let the frowns 
Of this avenger ev'ry mor: o'ercaft 
& The cheerful dawn, and ev'ry ev'ning damp 


© With double night my dwelling; 1 will learn 


| 


« To hail them both, and unrepining bear 69 


« His hateful preſence ; but permit my to:1gue 
One glad r12quett, and if my deeds may find 


Thy au ful eye propitious, O reſtore 


The roſy- ſeatuꝰ d maid again to cheer 
This lonely ſeat, and bleſs me with her ſmiles!” 635 
it He ſpoke ; when initant thro” the ſable glooms 

G 3 
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Win which that furious preſence had involy'd 
& The ambient air, a flood of radiance came 
« Swift as the lightning flaſh ; the melting clouds 
« Flew divers, and amid the blue ſerene 649 
4% Euphroſyne appear'd. With fſprightly ſtep 
& The nymph al:ghted on th' irriguous lawn, 
& And to her wond'ring audience thus began : 

« Lo! I am here to auſwer to your rows, 
& And be the meeting fortunate ! I come 648 
« With joyiul tidings; we ſhill part no mare, — 
c lar K how the gentle Echo from ler cell 
% Talks thro' the clifts, and rurm'ring o'er the ſtream 
% Repcats the accents, We mall part no more 
& O my delightful friends! well-pleas'd on lugh 6:9 
The Father has beheld you while the might 
Of that ftern foe with bitter trial prov'd 
« Your equal doings; then for ever ſpake 
6 The high decree, that thou, celeſtial Mud ! 
* Howe'er that grifly phantom on thy Qteps 625 
May ſometimes dare intrude, yet never more 
e Shalc thou deſcending to th' abode of man 
& Alone endure the rancour of his arm, 
“Or leave thy loy'd Euphroſyne behind.“ 


“ She ended, and the whole romantic ſcene 669 


“ Immediate vaniſh'd ; rocks, and woods, and vas, 


“Tune mantling tent, and cach myſterious form 
% Flew like the pictures of a morning dream 
„When ſunſhine fills the bed, A while 1 ſtood 
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« Perplex'd and giddy, till the radiant pow'r 665 
& „Who bad the vifionary landſcape riſe, 
« As up to him Iturn'd with gentleſt looks, 
« Preventing my inquiry thus began: 

& There let thy {oul acknowledge its complaint 

© How blind, how impious ! there behold the ways 
« (Of Heav'n's eternal defliny to man 671 
te For ever juſt, benevolent, and wiſe, 
& That Virtue's awful Reps, bowe'er purſu'd 
« By vexing Fortune and intruſive Pain, 
« S Huld never be divided from her chaſte, 75 
% Her fair, attendant Pleaſure, Need I urge 
Thy tardy thought thro' all the various round 
« Of this exiſtence, that thy ſoft 'ning ſonl 


tt At length may learn wizat energy the hand 


« Of Virtue mingles in the bitter tide 632 
« Of Paſſion ſwelling with diſtreſs and pain, 

% To mitigate the ſharp witim gracious drops 

« Of cordial pleaſure? All the faithful youth 

« np the cold urn of her whom long he loy'd 

So often fills his arms, ſo often draws 685 | 


« Ris lonely footſteps at the ſilent hour 

& To pay the mournful tribute of his tears ? 

«O! he will tell thee that the wealth of worlds 

« Slioutd ne'er ſeduce his boſom to forego 

© That ſacred hour when, ſtealing from the noiſe 69@ 
« Of care and envy, ſweet rememb'rance ſoothes 

© With Virtue's Kindeſt looks his aching breaſts 
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« And turns his tears to rapture.— Aft the crowd 
c \Which flies impatient from tie village walk 

& To climb the nzighb'ring, cliff; when tar below 695 
„ The crucl winds have lanl'd wpon the chat 

6“ Some luelpleſs bark, white ſacred Pity melts 
The gen'ral eye, or Terror's icy land 

« Smitcs their diſtorted limbs awd horrent har, 

« While ev'ry mother cloſcr to her brett 700 
% Catches her child, and pointing where the waves 
% Foam thro” the ſhatter'd veſt), (nicks aloud 

& As one poor wretch that ſpread; his piteons arms 
& For ſucchur fwallow'd by the roa ing ſurge, 

& As now another daſlid againtt the rock 795 
« Drops lifeleſs down! O! deem'ſt thou indeed 

6% No Kind endearment here by N.ture giv n 

&« 70 mutual terror and Compaſtion's tears? 

4% No ſweetly melting ſoftneſs which attracts, 

« Oer all that edge of pain, the focial pow'rs 7te 
« To this their proper action and their end ? 

% Alk tliy own heart when at the midnight hour 

« Slow thro' that ſtadious gloom thy pauſing eye, 

& Led by the glimm'ring taper, moves around 


% The ſacred volumes of the dead, the ſongs 71 


— 


Of Grecian bards, and records writ by Fame 
« For Grecian heroes, where the preſent pow r 


4 Of heav'n and earth ſurveys tl” immortal page, 


% Ev'n as a father bleſſing while he reads 
„ The praiſes of liis ſon, if then thy ſoul, 729 
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te Spurning the yoke of theſe inglorious days, 

Mx in their deeds and kindle with their flame? 

« guy, when the proſpect black ens on thy view, 

« When rooted from the bate heroic ſtates 

6 Mourn in the duſt, and tremble at the frown 723 
« Of curtt Ambition 5 when the pious band 

& Of youths who fought for freedom, and their ſires, 
« Lie ide by ſide in gore; when ruftian Pride 

« Uſurps the throne of Juſtice, turns the pomp 

« Of public pow'r, the majeſty of rule, 739 
« The ſword, the laurel, and the purple robe, 

& To laviſh empty pageants, to adorn 

« A trrant's walk, and glitter in the eyes 

« Of ſuch as bow the knee; when honour'd urns 

66 Of patriots and of cliicfs, the au ſul buſt 736 
4% And ſtory'd arch, to glut the coward rage 

« Of regal envy {trew the public way 

„% With hallow'd ruins; when the Muſes" haunt, 

4% The marble Porch, where Wiſdom wont to talk 

« With Socrates or Tully, hears no more 740 
« Save the hoarſe jargon of contentious monks, 

* Or female Superſtition's midnight pray'r ; 

« When ruthleſs Rapine from the hand of Time 

« Tears the deſtroying ſithe, with ſurer blow 

& To ſweep the works of glory from their baſe, 745 
Till Deſolation oer the graſs-grown ſtreet 


Expands his raven wings, and up the wall, 


* Vhere ſenates once the price of monarchs doom'd | 
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4 Hiſſos the gliding ſnake thro' ho ry weeds 


% Tliat claſp the mould ring column: thus defic'd, 


Fm. a 2 


« Thus widely mgurnful whenthe profpect thr lls 554 
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« Thy beating boſom, when the patrict's tear 
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# Starts from thine ee, and thy extend arm 


4% In fancy hurls the thunde: bolt of Jore 


— 


= 


8 To fre the impious wreath on Piunp's brow, - 55 


 — > = 


- 


% Or daſh Octavius from the trophy 's cor, 
„Say, does thy ſecret foul repine to taſte 


„ The big diſtreſs ? or wouldit thou then exchange 


CT 
— G64 
— — 


«© Thoje heart-ennobling ſorrows for the lot 


Of mute Barbarians bending to his nod, 

„ And bears aloft his gold-inveſted front, 

e And ſays within himſelf, © 1 am a king, 

6 And wherefore ſhould the clam'rous voice of Vos 
"1 Intrude upon mine car? - The baleful dreg 76; 
« Of theſe late ages, tl:is inglorious drauglit 

Of ſervitude and folly, have not yet, 

| « Bleſt be th Eternal Ruler of the world 1 

& Denl'd to ſuch a depth of ſordid ſhame 

« The native honours of tte human ſoul, 


„ Nor ſo cffac'd the image of its Sire.” 771 
Ver. 755. H.] The Macedonian. 


END OF BOOK EECOND, 
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PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION, 
BOOK III. 


THE ARGUMENT, 


PLE, 182 NEIN 85 ec the tener and man 2e nen, 
teten T7 ee Wc OUS 6 * ebſu d. The 0 16 "in of i ie), from 


falſe r Pro eleniat ons of the ft * fre 07 2 1 fe i 
(ent ng, good and etl. 1 {fd y into vide, 1 he 
gi nerd 1 jr Urces of 11a! cule tn the Mind and charters 
of men Coumerated, Final cui f the Jenfe of ridicules 
dine vt fe mt i. Ne. 'f cert 17 e of Hus lhinyg 
* fulions an d properties tte mind. {he ope- 
rations 5 il.c n th 611 þ . id ot 770 of the 2 f 
Inas1 „ en A. ſcribed. 1 unde 1 4660 ire fre. 7 
«tation. The bencvol 1 ey of (16 65 1 ieren, 
ed in de ain ary cone uf (h fc Pit ts: c N 74 
the objects which exile the! {ic nature and conduct 
«/ tjte.. Concluding with an account of tie natural 
and 110 al advantages u. HS Juin a fer jtble and 
wr formed Ita th,Eitun. 


—  — 


War wonder therefore ſince th” endearing ties 
Of pailion link the univerſal kind 
Of man fo cloſe, what wonder if to ſearch 
tus common nature thro” the various change 
Ot tex, and age, aud fortune, and the frame 5 
Ct cach peculiar, draw the buf mind 
With unreſiſted charms ? The ſpacious well 
An.) ail the teeming regions of the ſouth 
Hold not a quarry to the curious flight 
Oi knowledge half fo tempting or fo fair 
As man to man; nor only where the {miles 


12 


Of love invite, nor only where th' applauſe 


Of cordial honour turns Us attentive eye 
Vi. Vutue's graceful deeds ; for ſince tlie courſe 
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Of things external acts in dit 'rent ways 17 
On human apprehenſions, as the ane 

Of Nature temper'd to a diſt'rent frame 

Peculiar minds, ſo haply where the pow'rs 

Of fancy neither leſſen nor enlarge 


Ver. 18. where the ot Of fancy, &c. | Tho 
influence of the Imagination on the corduct of 1 le 13 
one of the mot important points in moral phil phy. 
It were caly by an induttion of tacts to prove that the 
Imagination directs almoſt all the paſlions, and mixes 
with almoſt every circumltance of ettion or pi-aſurc, 
Let any man, cven of the coldeſt head and oberctt 
induttry, analize the idea of what he calls his interett, 
he will find that it conhils chielty of certain Crprecy 
of decency, beauty, and onde, variouily combing 
mt9 obe lyitem, the idol which he iecks to Ci:}Z0Y 7 
labour, hazard, and ſelf-denial. It is ois vly ny 
of the lait canſequence to regulate theſe images by t 
{tin4z1d of Nature and the general good, whe wi; 
the Imagination, by heightening lomo objects eye 
their real excellence and beauty, or by r:ipriifintiy,s 
others in a more odious Or tarible ſhape than t' cy 
deſerve, mey of courſe engage us in pr mts utterly a— 
confhiſtent with the moral 'order of thing 
It it be 6h1- Etc that this account ©! thi unge {ht ppol's 
the palſions 4% be merely accidental, wheres there 
epprars in Tome a natur al and he: editary dilpo' 
to certain pally, "NS, prior to all cricumflances of cdu— 
cation oi tortune, it may be anſwered, that though ro 
mau 1s born ambitious or a mifer, yet he may inf: 
tiom his parents a peculiar tempcr or compl x ona 
mind which ſhall render his Imegtration more Hole 
to be tiruck with ſome particular O! 1018, conk, quent 
ly diſpoſe him to torm opinions of ood and ul, and 
etttertain pathons of a particviar turn, Some men, 
for inſtance, by the original frame ef their une are 
more delighted with the vaſt and marnitice? t others, 


on the contrary, with the elegant and gentle al 0s B 


ol Naturc ; and it is very remarkable that the dage- 


— LE # 


PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. 85 


The images of things, but paint in all 20 
Their genuine hues the features which they wore 
In Nature, there opinion will be true 

And action right; for Action treads the path 

In which Opinion ſays he follows good 

Or flies from evil; and Opinion gives 

Report of good or evil as the ſcene 

Was drawn by Fancy, lovely or de;orm'd : 

Thus her report can never there be true 


> 


Vu 


ſition of the moral powers is always {milar to this of 
the Imagination; that thoſe who arc moſt inchned 
to admire prodigious and ſublime objects in the 
phyſical world are alſo moſt inclined to appland ex. 
amples of fortitude and heroic virtue in the moral; 
while thoſe who are charmed rather with the ach» 
eacy and ſweetneſs of colours, and forms. and fountts, 
pever fail, in like manner, to yield the preference to 
the ſofter ſcenes of virtue and the fympathies of a 
domeſtic life. And this is ſufficient o account tur 
the objection. 

Among the ancient philoſophers, though we have 
ſeveral hints concerning this u.{luence of the Imagina- 
tion upon morals among the remains of the Socratic 
ſchool, yet the Stoics were the ſirſt who paid it a due 
attention. Zeno, their founder, thought it impoſſible 
to prelerve any tolerable regularity in lite without 
frequently inſpeCting thoſe pictures 0: appearances of 
things which the Imaginationolters to the mind. Dior, 
Laert. l. vii. The Meditations of MI. Awuelius, and 
Tae Diſcourſes of Epictetus, are full of the fame ſen— 
timent, inſomuch that the latter makes the XH oidy 
Obs Davlacian, or © right management of the faucics,“ 
the only thing for which we are accountable to Pro— 
vidence, and without which a man is no other than 
Rupid or frantic. Aryian. I. i. c. 12. and 1. it. c. 22. 
dec alla The Charadteriftichs, vol. i. from p. 13 10.3%. 
Where this ſtoical dectrine is einbelliſhed with all the 
elegance and graces ot Plato. 
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Where Fancy cheats the intellectual eye 

With glaring colours and diſtorted lines. 30 
Is there a man who at the ſound of death 

Sees ghaſtly ſhapes of terror conjur'd up 

And black before him, nought but deut- bed groans 
And fearful pray'rs, and plunging from the brink 


Of light aud being down the gloomy air 2 


ki 


An unknown depth ? Alas! in ſuch a mind 

If no bright forms of excellence attend 

The image of his country, nor the pomp 

Of ſacred ſenates, nor the guardian voice 

Of Juttice on her throne, nor aught that wakes 42 
The conſcious boſom with a patriot's flame, 

Will not Opinion tell him that to die 

Or ſtand the hazard is a greater ill 

Than to betray his country? and in act 

Will he not chuſe to be a wretch and live? 43 
Here vice begins then, From th' enchanting cup 
Which Fancy holds to all, tl unwary thirſt 

Of youth oft” ſwallows a Circean draught 

That theds a baleful tincture o'er the eye 

Of Reaſon, till no longer he difcerns, 30 
And only guides to err; then revel forth 

A furious band that ſpurn him from the throne, 
And all is uproar. Thus Ambition graſps 
The empire of the foul ; thus pale Revenge 


ws» 


Untheaths her murd'rous dagger; and the hands ; 
Ot Luſt end Rapine with unholy arts 
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Watch to o'erturn the barrier of the laws 

That keeps them from their prey: thus all theplagues 
The wicked bear, or o'er the trembling ſcene 

The Tragic Muſe diſcloſes, under ſhapes 60 
Ol honour, ſafety, pleaſure, eaſe, or pomp, 

Stole firſt into the mind. Yet not by all 

Thoſe lying forms which Fancy in the brain 
Engenders are the Kindiing Pailions driv'n 

To guilty deeds, nor Reaſon bound in chains, 65 
That Vice alone may lord it: oft” adorn'd 

With folema pageants Folly mounts the throne, 

And plays her ideot anticks like a queen, 

A thouſand garbs ſhe wears, a thouſand ways 

She wheels her giddy empire.-—-Lo! thus far 70 
With bold adventure to the Mantuan lyre 

I fing of Nature's charms, and touchi well-pleas'd 

A ſtricter note: now haply muſt my ſang 

Vnhend her ſerious meature, and reveal 

In lighter ſtrains how Folly's aukward arts 7s 

Ver. 75. — how Folly's aukroard arts, &c.] Not with 

ſtonding the general influence of ridicule on private 
and civ il life, as well as on learning and the ſciences, 
it has been almoſt conſtantly neglected or miſrepre— 
ſented, by divines eſpecially. The manner of treating 
theſe ſubjects in the {cience of human nature ſhould 
be preci! lely the ſame as in natural philoſophy, from 
particular facts to invelligate the {latcd order in which 
they appear, and then apply the general law thus diſ- 


covered to the explication of aches appearances aud 
tlic 1 improvement ul ul.tul arts. 
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— IT 


Excite impetuous Laughter's gay rebuke, 
The ſportive province of the Comic Muſe, 


Set in what crowds the uncouth forms advance ! 
Each would ontftrip the other, each prevent 
Our careful ſearch, and offer to your gaze I'> 
Unaſk'd the motley features. Wait a while, 
My curious friends! and let us firſt arrange 


In proper order your promiſc'ous throng. 
Behold the foremoſt band, of ſlender thought 

And eaſy faith, whom flatt'ring Far y ſoothes 83 

With lying ſpeQres, in themſelves  . view 

Illuſtrious forms of excellence and good, 

That ſcorn the manſion. With exulting hearts 

They ſpread their ſpurious treaſures to the ſun, 

And bid the world admire ! but chief the glance 3e 

Of wiſhful Envy draws their joy-bright eyes, 

And lifts with ſelf- applauſe each lordly brow, 

In number boundleſs as the blooms of ſpring 

Behold their glaring idols, empty ſhades 

By Fancy gilded o'er, and then ſet up 3 

For adoration: ſome in Learning's garb, 

With formal band, and ſable-cinctur'd gown, 

And rags of mouldy volumes; ſome, elate 

Wich martial ſplendour, ſteely pikes and ſwords ö 

Of coſtly frame, and gay Phoenician robes 729 $8; 
Ver. 84. Pehold the foremoſt band, &c.] The firſt and 

moſt general ſource of ridicule in the characters 

men is vanity or ſelf-applauſe for ſome defirable qu BY 

lity or poſſeſſion which evidently does not belong 

thoſe who aſſume it. g 
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Inwrouglit with flow'ry gold, aſſume the port 
Of ately Valour: liſt'ning by his fide 

There ſtands a female form ; to her with looks 


89 


Ot carneft import, pregnant with amaze, 
He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, ſtorms, 10 5 
And ſulph'rous mines, and atabuſh ! then at once 
Breaks off, and ſmiles to ſee her look fo pale, 
And aſks ſome wond'ring queſtion of her fears ! 
Others of graver mien, behold adorn'd 
With holy enfigns how ſublime they move, 110 
And bending oft” their ſanctimonious eyes 
Take homage of the ſimple- minded throng; 
Ambaſſadors of Heaven! nor much unlike 
1s he whoſe viſage in the lazy miſt 
That mantles ev'ry feature hides a brood 115 
Of politic conceits, of whiſpers, nods, 
And hints deep omen'd with unwieldy ſchemes, 
And dark portents of ſtate ! Ten thouſand more 
Prodigious habits and tumult'ous tongues 
Pour dauntleſs in and ſwell the boaſtful band, 126 
Then comes the ſecond order, all who ſeck 
The debt of praiſe, where watchful Unbelief 
Darts thro” the thin pretence her ſquinting eye 
On ſome retir'd appearance which belies 
Ver. 121. Then comes the ſccand order, &c. ] Ridicule 
from the ſame vanity, where though the poſſeſſion be 
real, yet no mcrit can ariſe from it, becauſe of ſome 


particular circumſtances which, though obvious to the 
ſpectator, are yet overlooked by the ridiculous cha- 


IKter, 
H 3 


go PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. 


The boaſted virtue, or annuls th' applauſe 125 
That Juſtice elſe would pay. Here ſide by ſide 

I ſee two leaders of the ſolemn train 

Approaching : one, a female old and grey, 

With eyes demure and wrinkle-furrrow'd brow, 
Pale as the cheeks of Death; yet till ſhe ſtuns 126 
The ſick'ning audience with a nauſeous tale; 
How many youths her myrtle-chains have worn, 
How many virgins at her triumphs pin'd ! 

Yet how reſolv'd ſhe guards her cautious heart 
Such is her terror at the riſks of love 13 
And man's ſeducing tongue! The other ſeems 

A bearded ſage, ungentle in his mien, 

And ſordid all his habit; peeviſh Want 

Grins at his heels, while down the gazing throng 


OY 


He ſtalks, reſounding in magnific praiſe 149 
The vanity of riches, the contempt 

Of porap and pow'r, Be prudent in your zeal, 
Ye grave Ailociates ! let the filent grace 

Cf her who bluſhes at the fond regard 

Her charms infp:re more eloquent unfold 143 
The praiſe of ſpotleſs honour : let the man 

Whoſe eye regares not his illuſtrious pomp 

And ample {tore but as indulgent ſtreams 

To cheer the barren ſoil and ſpread the fruits 

Of joy, let him by juſter meaſures fix 
The price of riches and the end of pow'r. 


47> 
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Another tribe ſucceeds ; deluded long 
By Fancy's dazzling optics theſe behold 
The images of ſome peculiar things 
With brighter hues reſplendent, and portray'd 155 
With features nobler far than e'er adorn'd 
Their genuine objects: hence the fever'd heart 
Pants with delirious hope for tinſel charms ; 
Hence oft” obtruſive on the eye of Scorn 
Untimely Zeal her witleſs pride betrays, 169 
And ſerious Manhood from the tow'ring aim 
Of Wiſdom ſtoops to emulate the boaſt 
Of childiſh Toil. Behold yon” my tic form 
Bedeck'd with feathers, inſects, weeds, and ſhells } 
Not with intenſer view the Samian ſage 165 
Bent his fix*d eye on heav'n's intenſer fires, 
When firſt the order of that radiant ſcene 
Swell'd his exulting thought, than this ſurveys 
A muckworm's entrails or a ſpider's fang. 
Next him a youth with flow'rs and myrtles crown'd 
Attends that virgin form, and bluſhing kneels, 171 
With fondeſt geſture and a fuppliant's tongue, 
To win her coy regard. Adieu for him 
The dull engagements of the buſtling world ! 
Adieu the ſick impertinence of praiſe, 175 


And hope and action! for with her alone 


Ver. 152. Another tribe ſuccreds, &c.] Ridicule 
from a notion of excellence in particular objects diſ- 
proportioned to their intrinſic value, and inconſiſtent 
with the grder of Nature. 
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By ſtreams and ſhades to ſteal theſe ſighing hours 
Is ali he aſks, and all that Fate can give 


Thee too, facetious Momion ! wand'ring here, 
Thee, dreaded Cenſor ! oft' have I beheld ifs 
Bewilder'd unawares : alas! too long 
Fluſh'd with thy comic triumphs and the fpoils 
Of fly Deriſion ! till on ev'ry fide 
Hurling thy random bolts, offended Truth 
Aſligu'd thee here thy ſtation with the ſlaves 13% 
Ot Folly. Thy once formidable name 
Shall grace her kumble records, and be heard 
In ſcoffs and mock'ry bandy'd from the lips 
Of all the vengeful brotherhood around, 
So oft* the patient victims of thy ſcorn. 140 
But now ye Gay ! to whom indulgent Fats 
Of all the Muſes? empire hath aſſign'd 
The fields of folly, hither each advance 
Your ſickles ; here the teeming ſoil affords 
Its richeſt growth, A fav'rite brood appears, 17; 
In which the demon with a mother's joy 
Views all her charms reflected, all her cares 
At full repaid, Ye mot illuſtrious Band! 
Who, ſcorning Reaſon's tame pedantic rules 
And Order's vulgar bondage, never meant 200 
For ſouls ſublime as yours, with gen'rous zeal 
Ver. 191. But now ye Cay! &c.] Ridicule from? 
notion ol excellence, when the obje& is abſolute. 


odious or contemptible. This is the higheſt degree © 
the ridiculqus, as in the afſectation of diſeaſcs ci v, 
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Pay Vice the rev'rence Virtue long uſurp'd, 
And yield Deformity the fond applauſe 
Which Beauty wont to claim, forgive my ſong, 
; That for the bluſhing diftidence of youth 205 
k ſhuns th* unequal province of your praiſe, 
Thus far triumphant in the pleaſing guile 
Of bland Imagination Folly's train 
Have dar'd our ſearch ; but now a daſtard kind 
; Advance reluctant, and with falt'ring feet 210 
Shrink from the gazer's eye: enfeebled hearts! 
hom Fancy clills with viſionary fears, 
Or bends to ſervile tameneſs with conceits 
Ut ſhame, of evil, or of baſe defect, 
d Fantaſtic and deluſive. Here the flave 215 
| Who droops abaſh'd when ſullen Pomp ſurveys 
His humbler habit ; here the trembling wretch, 
Unnerv'd and ſtruck with Terror's icy bults, 


Spent in weak wailings, drown'd in ſhawctul tears, 


/ At ev'ry dream of danger ; here, ſubdu'd 220 
By frontleſs Laughter and the hardy ſcorn 

Of old unfeeling Vice, the abject ſoul 

Who, bluſhing, half reſigus the candid praiſe 


Of temp'rance and honour, half difowns 

A freeman's hatred of tyrannic pride, 225 
And hears with ſickly ſmiles the venal mouth 

With fouleſt licence mock the patriot's name. 


\ 
Ver. 207, Thus far triumphant, &c.] Ridicule from 
falſe hame or groundlets tear. 
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Laſt of the motley bands on whom the pow'r 
Of gay Deriſion bends her hoſtile aim 
Is that where ſhameful Ignorance preſides, 230 


Beneath her ſordid banners, lo] they merch 
Like blind and lame, Whate'er their doubttul hands 


Attempt, Confuſion ſtraight appears behind 

And troubles all the work. Thro' many a maze 

Perplex'd they ſtruggle, changing ev'ry path, 23; 

O'erturning ev'ry purpoſe, then at laſt 

Sit down diſmay'd, and leave th' entangled ſcene 

For Scorn to ſport with. Such then is tl” abode 

Of Folly in the mind, and ſuch the ſhapes 

In which ſhe governs her obſequious train. 
Thro” ev'ry ſcene of ridicule in things 

To lead the tenour of my devious lay, 

Thro' ev'ry ſwift occafion which the hand 

Of Laughter points at when the mirthful ſting 

Diſtends her fallying nerves and chokes her tongue, 

What were it but to count each cryſt:] drop 245 

Which Morning's dewy fingers on the blooms 

Of May diſtil ? Suffice it to have ſaid 


ty 


Ver. 228. Laft of the, &c. ] Ridicule from the 1gn1- 


Trance of ſuch things as our circumſtances require us 
to know. 

Ver. 248 = Sue it (o have ſaid, &c.] By comp?! 
ing theſe general ſources of ridicule with each oth 
and cxamining the ridiculous in other objects, ve 
may obtain a general definition of it equally app: 
cable to every ſpecies. The moſt important circum 
ſtance of this definition is laid down 1n the lines de. 
terred to, but others more minute we ſhall ſubjo!n 
here. Ariſtotle's account of the matter ſcems boil 
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Where'er the pow'r of Ridicule diſplays 
Her quaint-ey'd viſage ſome incongruous form, 250 


imperfect and falſe; 28 yas YEAGHOVy ſays he, icy d- 
uad vi 10k alo x + avoir nai sf g,: The 
« ridiculous is ſome certain fault or turpitude without 
„pain, and not deſtructive to its ſubject.“ Poet c. g. 
For allowing it to be true, as it is not, that the ridt- 
culous is never accompanied with pain, yet we might 
produce many inſtances of ſuch a fault ur turvitude 
which cannot with any tolerable prupricty he called 
ridiculous, fo that the definition does not diſtinguiſh 
the thing achgned. Nay, farther, even when we 
perceive the turpitude tending to the deitruftion 
of its ſubject, we may fill be feulible of a ridi— 
culous appearance till the ruin become imminent, and 
e keener ſenſations of pity or terror bantith the lu- 
dicrous apprehenſion from our minds; tor the feaſts 
tion of ridicule is not a bare perception of the agree= 
ment or diſagreement of ideas, but a paſſion or emo— 
tion of the mind conſequential to that perception; fo 
that the mind may perceive the agreement or difagtee— 
ment, and yet not feel the ridiculous, becauſe it is en- 
grolled by a more violent emotion. Thus it happens 
that ſome men think thoſe objects ridiculous to which 
others cannot endure to apply the name, becaule in 
them they excite a much inteaſerand more 1mportant 
feeling; and this difference, among other cautcs, has 
drought a good deal of confuſion into this queltion, 

„ That which makes objects ridiculous is ſome 
„ ground of admiration or eſteem connected with 
„other more general circumſtauces comparatively 
* worthleſs or deformed ; or it is forme circum. 
„ ſtance of turpitude or deformity conmetted with 
„ what is in general excellent or beautiful; the we 
* coniiſtent properties exilling either in the objects 
* themlelves, or in the apprchenſion of the perſon to 
* whom they relate, belynging always to the lame 
* order or claſs of being, implying ſentiment or de- 
« ſign, and exciting no acute or Yertement etuption of 
the heart,” 
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Some ſtubborn diſſonance of things combin'd, 
Strikes on the quick obſerver, whether Pomp, 


To prove the ſeveral parts of this definition : The 
« appcarance of excellence or beauty connected with 
« a general condition comparatively fordid or de. 
« formed” is ridiculous:: for inſtance, pomrons we- 
tenſions of wiſdom, joined with 1g1:.0rance or folly, 
in the Socrates of Ariltophanes, and the oftentations 
of military glory with cowardice and ſtupidity, inthe 
Thraſo oi Terence. 

„The appearance of deformity or turpitude in 
* conjunction with what is in general excell-ut or 
N venerable' is allo ridiculous : tor inltance. the per. 
ſonal weakneſfes of a magiſtrate appearing in the ſo— 
lemn and public functions of his itation. 

« The incongruous properties may either exiſt in 
4e the objects them lclvcs, or in the apprehenſion of 
« the per ſon to whom they relate:“ in the laſt men- 
tioned inflance they both exiſt in the objects; inthe 
inſtances from Arillophanes and Terence one of them 
is objective and real, the other only founded inthe - 
prehenſion of the ridiculous character. 

„ The inconſiſtent properties mult belong to the 
& ſame order and Clals of being.“ A coxcomb 18 
fine clothes bedaubed by accident in foul weather 1s 
a ridiculous object; becauſe his general apprehenſion 
of exceilence and citcem is retcericd to the iplendan 
and expence of his drels. A man ot ſenſe and men! 
in the {ame circumſtances is not counted ridiculous, 
hecauſe the general ground ol excellence and eltcen 
in him is, both in lact and in his own apprehe:on, 
of a very different ſpecies. 

Every ridiculous object implies ſentiment or de- 
« fz-n,” A column placed by an architect wition 
a capital or baſe is laughed at; the ſame column in! 
ruin cauſes a very different ſenſation. 

And, latily, + the occurrence muſt excite no acute 
% or vehement emotion of the heart,“ ſuch as io1707 
pity, or ind ignation; ſor inthat'caſc, as was oblerved 
above, the mind is not at leiluic to comenplate itt 
ridiculous. 
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Or Praife, or Beauty, mix their partial claim, 


97 


Where ſordid faſhions, where ignoble deeds, 
Where foul Deformity, are wont to dwell, 255 
Or whether theſe with violation loath'd 
Invade reſplendent Pomp's imperious mien, 
The charms of Beauty or the boaſt of Praiſe. 
Aſk we for what fair end th' Almighty Sire 


Whether any appearance not ridiculous be involved 
in this deſcription, and whether it comprehend every 
ſpecies and form of the rid iculous, mult he determined 
by repeated applications of it to particular inſtances, 

Ver. 259. J we for what fair end, &c.] Since it is 
beyond all contradiction evident that we have a na- 
tural ſenſe or fecling of the ridiculous, and fince fo 
good a reaſon may be aſſigned to juſtify the Supreme 
Being for b. ſowing it, one cannot without aſtonich— 
ment reflect on the conduct of thoſe men wind ime 
gine it is for the ſervice of true religion to vilify and 
blacken it without dillinction, and endeavour to ner 
ſuade us that it is neve applied but in a had cauſe. 
Ridicule is not concerned with mere {pecutative truth 
or falſchood. It is not in àabttract propoſitions or theo- 
rems, but in acliuns ad paſſions, good and evil, beauty 


and deformity, that we find materials for it; and all 


theſe terms are rclative, implying approbation or 1 
lame. To aſk then Whether ridicule be a teſt of 11 
truth is, in other words, to alk whether that which :s | {| 
ndiculous can be morally true, can be juſt and be- i 
coming ; or whether tnat hie ＋ 1% uit and 5. coming | 
can be ridiculous; a queſtion that docs not deſerve a | 
ſerious anſwer : for i: is molt evident that, zs ina 3 
metaphyſical propoſition offered to the wut nding | 
for its aſſent, the faculty of reaſon examines the terms | 
of the propoſition, and finding one dea which was + uy 


lupp {ea equal to another to be in tatt un: 9 ial, of 
conſ-quence revects the propoſition as a fall-hwnd ; fo . 
in objects offered tothe mind for its tem or p- 
N the faculty of ridicule finding an jucongruity 
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In mortal boſoms wakes this gay contempt, 200 
Theſe grateſul ſtings of laughter, from diſguſt 
Educing pleaſure 2 Wherefore but to aid 


in the claim urges the mind to reject it with laughter 
and contempt. When therefore we obſerve {ych ; 
claim obtruded upon mankind, and the incon{tley; 
Circumſtances carefully concealed from the eye of hs 
public, it is our bulineſs, if the matter be of 1mpq;;. 
ance to ſociety, to drag out thoſe latent circumltance,, 
and by ſetting them in tull view to convince the wail 
how ridiculous the claim is: and thus a double d. 
vantage is gained, for we both detect the more: fallt. 
hood ſooner than in the way of ſpeculative engur: 
gad impreſs the minds of men with a ſtronger (ente 
of the vanity and error of its authors, And this aud 
no more is meant by the application of rid:cul-, 
But it is ſaid the practice is dangerous, and may 
be inconſiſtent with the regard we owe to objects gf 
rcal dignity and excellence. I an{wer, the pre(tice 
fairly managed can never be dangerous ; men may e 
diſhoncſt in obtruding circumſtances forcign to the 
object, and we may be inadvertent in allowing the 


circumſtances to impoſe upon us; but the ſenſe of 


ridicule always judges right. The Socrates of Ariſts- 
phanes is as truly ridiculous a character as cver was 
drawn :—true ; but it is not the character of Socrates, 
the divine moraliſt, and father of ancient wildoin, 
What then? Did the ridicule of the poet hinder the 
philoſopher from detecting and diſclaiming tho 
foreign circumſtances which he had falſely wtroduced 
into his character, and thus rendered the fatir:i\ 
doubly ridiculous in his turn? No; but it neverthe- 
leſs had an ill influence on the minds of the pcoy'. 
And ſo has the reaſoning of Spinoza made my 
Atheiſts : he has founded it indeed on ſuppoſitions 
utterly falſe ; but allow him theſc and his conciu 
hons are unavoidably true. And if we mult rea 
the uſe of ridicule, bccaule by the impoſition ot tai? 
circumſtances things way be made to ſeem ridiculous 
which are uot ſo iu themſelves, why we ovght nota 
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The tardy ſteps of Reaſon, and at once 
By this prompt impulſe urge us to depreſs 
The giddy aims of Folly ? Tho? the light 
Of truth Now dawning on th' inquiring mind 
At length unfolds thro' many a ſubtle tie 
How theſe uncouth diforders end at laſt 
In public evil, yet benignant Heay'n, 
Conſcious how dim the dawn of truth appears 
To thouſands, conſcious what a ſcanty pauſe 
From labours and from care the wider lot 
Of humble life affords for ſtudious thought 
To ſcan the maze of Nature, therefore ſtamp'd 
The glaring ſcenes with characters of ſcorn 
As broad, as obvious, to the paſſing clovn 
As tothe letter'd ſage's curious eye, 

Such are the various aſpects of the mind,— 
Some heav'uly genius whoſe unclouded thoughts 
Attain that ſecret harmony which blends 249 


Tir ethereal ſpirit with its mould of clay, 
O] teach me to reveal the grateful charm 


That fearchleſs Nature o'er the ſenſe of man 4 
Diffuſes, to behold in lifcleſs things 1 
The inexprefiive ſemblance of himſelf, 285 [| 


Of thought and paſſion ; mark the ſable woods 


the fame manner to reject the uſe of reaſon, becauſe 
by proceeding on falle principles concluſions will ap- 
pear true which are impoſſible in nature, let the vehc- 
ment and obſtinate deciaimers 2gainit ridicule deter- 
mine, KI 


V. 285, The mexprofſevr ſemblance. &c. ] This ſimili- 45 
tude is the (oundation ot aimolt all che ornaments of 41 
poetic d1Qion, | 


ww | 
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That ſhade ſublime yon mountain's nodding brow ; 
With what religious awe the ſolemn ſcene 
Commands your ſteps! as if the rev'rend form 

Of Minos or of Numa ſhould forſake 2 0 
TiY Elyſian feats, and down th' embow'rins glad 
Move t your p aul ng Cy e! Benold thi” EX; 11e 
Of you” gay lan 28 85 where the ſilver clouds 
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From that conjunction an eternal tie 


And ſympathy unbroken, Let the mind 
Recall one partner of the various league, 
Immediate, lo! the firm confed' rates riſe, 

And each his former ation frgh: reſumes, 
One movement governs the conſenting throng, 
And all at once with roſy pleaſure thine, 

Or ail are ſadden'd with the glooms of care. 
Tua thus Pp if ancient Fame the truth Uiiuld, 
Two faithful needles from tl itiſor ming touch 
Ot tte ſame parent · ſtone together drew 
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Th' attention, backward thro” her mazy walks 441 
Guiding the wanton fancy to her ſcope, 
To temples, courts, or fields, with all the band 
Of painted forms, of paſſions and deſigns 
Attendant, whence if pleaſing in itſelf 345 
The proſpect from that ſweet acceſſion gains 
Redoubled influence o'er the liſt'ning mind. 

By theſe myſterious ties the buſy pow'r 
Of Mem'ry her ideal train preſerves 
Entire, or when they would elude her watch 359 
Reclaims their fleeting footſteps from the walte 
Of dark oblivion ; thus collecting all 
The various forms of being to preſent 
Before the curious aim of mimic Art 
Their largeſt choice, like ſpring's unfolded blooms, 


| Exhaling ſweetneſs that the ſkilful bee 356 


May taſte at will from their ſelected ſpoils 
To work her dulcet food : for not th' expanſe 
Of living lakes in ſummer's noontide calm 
Reflects the bord'ring ſhade and ſunbright heav'ns 
With fairer ſemblance, not the ſculptur'd gold 301 
More faithful keeps the graver's lively trace, 
Than he whoſe birth the ſiſter pow'rs of Art 
Propitious view'd, and from his genial ſtar 
Shed influence to the ſeeds of fancy kind, 365 
Than his attemper'd boſom muſt preſerve 

Ver. 348. By theſe myſterious ties, &c.] The ect of 


remembering ſeems almoit wholly to depend on tit 
allociation ot ideas. 
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The ſeal of Nature; there alone unchang'd 

Her form remains; the balmy walks of May 

There breathe perennial ſweets, the trembling chord 
Reſounds for ever in th abſtracted ear 370 
Melodious, and the virgin's radiant eye, 

Superior to diſeaſe, to grief and time, 

Sh.nes with unabating luſtre. Thus at length 
Endow'd with al! that Nature can beſtow, 

The child of Fancy oft” in ſilence bends 375 
O'er theſe mix'd treaſures of his pregnant breaſt 
With conſcious pride ; from them he oft” reſolves 
To frame he knows not what excelling things, 

And win he knows not what ſublime reward 

Of praiſe and wonder. By degrees the Mind 322 
Feels her young nerves dilate, the plaſtic pow'rs 
Labour for action, blind emotions heave 

His boſom, and with lovelieſt frenzy canght 

From earth to heav'n he rolls his daring eye, 

From heav'nto earth. Anon ten thouſand ſhapes 3% 5 
Like ſpectres trooping to the wizard's call, 

Flit ſwift before him: from the wonab of earth, 
From ocean's bed, they come: th' eternal heay'ns 
Diſcloſe their ſplendours, and the dark abyſs 

Pours out her births unknown. With fixed gaze 390 
He marks the riſing phantoms, now compares 
Their diff 'rent forms, now blend them, now rides 
Enlarges and extenuates by turns; 

Oppoſes, ranges in fantaſtic bands, 
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And infinitely varies : hither now, 

Nowy hither, fluctuates his inconſtant aim, 
Wich ene choice perplex'd, 
Becius to o lucid order dawns, 
Arn * us from Ciiaos old 
Ot Nature at the voice divine repair'd 


the jarring ſceds 


Eact to its place, till roſy earth unveil'd 
Hcr ſragrant boſom, and the jo ful ſun 
Sprung up the blue ſerene, by ſwiſt degrees 
Tins diſentangled lis entire defign 


8 * . d on | 
Enierges. Colours mit al 


— 


e, features join, 

And lines converge ; the fainter parts retire, 
The fairer eminent in 1 
And ev'r: 


7 

- 
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ght advance, 


image on its neighbour ſmiles, 


i a ſather's joy 
Conmemplates, then with Promethcan art 


Into its proper vehicle he breathes 


The fair conception, which orga d mu 


And 10TH : 


* 
» ©} * * * F - s . y * 4 ” 
An ob ec {certain a 4 vw me tbus 14 $42) $4 f | 


mend becoracs 8 fo C\ Ss Or 


The various organs of lus mimic fall, 
The conſonance of ſounds, the {eatur vw rock, 
The (ha 10 DYV 7 1 ICTUre 11d 1p {11013 \ co! Cy 


Beyond their Oper ro "rs aitra {Ct the oui 


By thut cxprefiive ſemblance, wile in igt 
. ' "SPE. 
Ver. ge 1. Into et. fs 2 wel“, &c. | 1 
the diilcrent forts of corp raf me dium © 


Kees Of ITC WITS © re rendered pa 1; OLE #4 
aS I? { and! > IN niuſic, by lines Aud 
SPY,” 1. TY | De. 
Mg, by dicti en 12 poets, * 
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At length his plan 
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Of Nature's great original we ſcan 420 
The lively child of Art, while line by line 

And feature after feature we refer 

To that ſublime exemplar whence it ſtole 
Thoſe animating charms. Thus Beauty's palm 
Betwixt them wav'ring hangs, applauding love 425 
Doubts where to chuſe, and mortal man aſpires 
To tempt creative praiſe. As when a cloud 
Of gath'ring hail with limpid cruſts of ice 


Enclos'd, and obvious to the beaming ſun, 
Collects his large effulgence, ſtraight the heav'ns 430 
With equal flames preſent on either hand 
The radiant viſage, Perſia ſtands at gaze 
Appall'd, and on the brink of Ganges doubts 
The ſnowy. veſted ſeer, in Mithra's name, 
To which the frægrance of the fouth ſhall burn, 435 
To which his warbled orifons aicend : 

Such various bliſs the well-tun'd heart enjoys 
Favour'd of Heav'n; while plung'd in forcid cares 
Th unfceling vulgar mocks the boon divine, 

And harth Auſterity, from whoie rebuke 440 
Young Love and ſmiling Wonder ſhrink away, 
Abaſh'd and chill of heart, with ſager frowns 


Condemns the fair enchantment. On my ſtrain 


Perhaps ev'n now ſome cold faſtidious judge 
Caſts a diſdainſul eye, and calls my toil, 445 
And calls the love and beauty which I fing, 


The dream of Folly, Thou, grave Cenſor ! ſay, 
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Is beauty then a dream, becauſe the glooms 
Of dullneſs hang too heavy on thy ſenſe 
To let her ſhine upon thee ? So the man 455 
Whoſe eye ne'er open'd on the light of heav'n 
Might ſmile with ſcorn while raptur'd Viſion tells 
Of the gay colour'd radiance fluſhing bright 
O'er all creation. From the wiſe be far 
Such grofs unhallow'd pride! Nor needs my ſong 4:5 
Deſcend ſo low, but rather now unfold, 
If human thouglit could reach or words unfold, 
By what myſterious fabric of the mind 
The deep- felt joys and harmony of ſound 
Reſult from airy motion, and from ſhape 469 
The lovely phantoms of ſublime and fair. 
By what fine ties hath God connected things, 
When preſent ia the mind, which in themſclves 
Have no connexion ? Sure the riſing ſun 
O'er the cerulean convex of the ſea 455 
With equal brightneſs and with equal warmth 
Might roll his fiery orb, nor yet the ſoul 
Thus feel her frame expanded, and her pow'rs 
Exulting in the ſplendour ſhe beholds, 
Like a young conq'ror moving thro' the pomp 472 
Of ſame triumphal day, When join'd at eve 
Soft-murm'ring ſtreams and gales of gentleſt breath 
Melodious Philomela's wakeful ſtrain 
Attempted, could not man's diſcerning ear 
Thro' all its tones the ſympathy purſue, 47 
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Nor yet this breath divine of nameleſs joy 
Steal thro' his veins and fan th' awaken'd heart, 


Mild as the breeze, yet rapt'rous as the ſong ? 
But were not Nature ſtill endow'd at targe 

Vith all which life requires, tho' unadorn'd 480 
With ſuch enchantment * Wherefore then her form 
bo exquiſitely fair ? her breath perfum'd 
With ſuch ethereal ſweetneſs ? whence her voice 
Inform'd at will to raiſe or to depreſs 
Ti impaſſion'd ſou! ? and whencetherobes of light 
Which thus inveſt her with more lovely pomp 48 
Than Fancy can deſcribe : Whence but ſrom thee, 
O Source Divine of ever-flowing love 
And thy unmeaſur'd goodneſs 2 Not content 
With ev'ry food of life to nouriſh man, 490 
Ey kind illuſions of the wond'ring ſenſe 
Thou mak'ſt all Nature beauty to his eye 
Or muſic : his ear: well pleas'd he ſcans 
The goodly proſpect, and with inward ſmiles 
Treads the gay verdure of the painted plain, 495 
Beholds the azure canopy of heav'a, 
And living lamps that over-arch his head 
With more than regal ſplendour ; bends lus ears 
To the full choir of water, air, and earth; 
Nor heeds the pleaſing error of his thought, 338 
Nor doubts the painted green or azure arch, 
Nor queftions more the muſic's mingling ſounds 
Than ſpace or motion, or eternal time; 
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| So ſweet he feels their influence to attract 
| The fixed ſoul, to brighten the dull glooms 305 
Of care, and make the deſtin'd road of life 

1 elightful to his feet. So fables tell 


Th' advent'rous hero bound on hard exploits 


Beholds with glad ſurpriſe, by ſecret ſpells 

Of ſome kind ſage the patron of his toils, cls 

A viſionary paradiſe diſclos'd 

t Amid the dubious wild; with ſtreams, and ſhades, 

And airy ſongs, th' enchanted landſcape ſmiles, 

Cheers his long labours, and renews his frame. 
What then is taſte, but theſe internal pow'rs 51; 

Active, and ſtrong, and feelingly alive 


| To each fins? impulſe ? a diſcerning ſenſe 
| Of decent and ſublime, with quick diſzuſt 


4 From things deform'd, or diſarrang'd, or groſs 
| R 

In ſpecies ? This nor gems, nor ſtores of gold, 520 
| 
| 


Nor purple ſtate, nor culture, can beſt» , 
But God alone, when firſt his active hand 
Imprints the ſecret bias of the ſoul. 

He, mighty Parent! wife and juſt in all, 
Free as the vital breeze or light of heay'n, 525 
Reveals the charms of Nature. Aſk the ſwain 
Who journeys homeward from a ſummer day's 
Long labour, why forgetful of his tolls 

And due repoſe he loiters to behold 

The ſunſhine gleaming as thro amber clouds 53 
Oer all the weſtern {ky ? Full ſoon, I Ween, 


1 
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His rude expreſſion and untutor'd airs 

Beyond the pow'r of language will unfold 

The form of Beauty ſmiling at his heart, 

How lovely, how comm-n«ing! But tho' Heav'n 535 
In ev'ry breaſt hath ſown theſe early ſeeds 

Of love and admiration, vet in vain 

Without fair culture's kind parental aid, 

Without enliv'ning ſuns and genial ſhow're, 

And ſhelter from the blaſt, in vain we hope 54% 
The tender plant ſhouid rear its blooming head, 

Or yield the harveſt promis'd in its ſpring. 

Nor yet will en ny ſoil with equal ſtores 

Repay the tiller's labour, or attend — 
His will obſequious, whether to produce 545 
The olive or the laurcl, Diff rent minds 

Incline to qiſf'rent ohjects; one purſues 

The vaſt alone, the wonderſul, the wild ; 

Another f:gh. for harmony, and grace, 

And gentleit beauty. Hence when lightning fires 550 
The arcli of hen, and tllunders rock the ground, 
When furious wiirlwinds rend the howling air, 


And ocean groaniug from his loweſt bed 


Heaves his tempeſt'ous billows to the ſky, 

Amid the mighty up ar while below 555 
The nations tremble, 8 Kpeare looks abroad | 
From ſome high cliff ſunerior, and enjoys | 


Ver. 547. ere pu TOLL The vaſt alone, &c ] Ses 
the note to ver. 18. Oi (ius book. 
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The elemental war ; bat Waller longs 
All on the margin of ſome flow'ry ſtream 
To ſpread his careleſs limbs amid the cool 56s 
Of plantain ſhades, and to the liſt' ning deer 
The tale of flighted yows and love's diſdain 
Refound ſoft. warbling all the livelong day: 
Confenting Zephyr ſighs, the weeping rill 
Joins in his plaint melodious, mute the groves, 565 
And hill and dale with all their echoes mourn. 
Such and ſo various are the taſtes of men! 

Ot: bleſt of Heav'n! whom not the languid ſongs 
Of Luxury the Siren, not the bribes 
Of ſordid Wealth, nor all the gaudy ſpoils $79 
Of pigeant Honour, can ſeduce to leave 
Thoſe ever- blooming ſweets which from the ſtore 
Ot Nature fair Imagination culls 
To charm th” cnliven'd ſoul ! What tho? not all 
Of mortal off-pring can attain the heights 5 
Of envy'd life, tho' only few poſſeſs 
Patrician treaſures or imperial ſtate ? 


— 
3 


Ver. 558 Haller longs, &c.] 
« Oh! how I long my careleſs limbs to ſay 
„Under the plantain ſhade, and all the day 
„ With am'rous gits my fancy entertain,” Lc. 
Waller. Battle of the Summer Iſlands, Canto l. 


And again, 


„ While in the Park I ſing, the liſt'niag deer 
% Attend my paſſion and forget to fcar, H. 


At Penjhu ft. 
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Yet Nature's care, to all her children juſt, 
With richer treaſures and an ampler ſtate 
Endows at large whatever happy man 880 
Will deign to uſe them. His the city's pomp, 

The rural honours his : whate'er adorns 

The princely dome, the column and the arch, 

The breathing mables and the ſculptur d gold, 
Beyond the proud poſſeſſoi's narrow claim, 585 
His tuneful breaſt enjoys. For lim the Spring 

Diſtils her dews, and from the ſilken gem 

Its lucid leaves unſolds; for him the hand 

Of Autumn tinges ev'ry fertile branch 

With blooming gold and bluſhes like the Morn. $98 
Each paſſing Hour ſheds tribute from her wings, 
And ſtill new beauties meet his lonely walk, 


And loves unſelt attract him. Not a breeze 


Ver. 395. Not a breeze, &c.] That this account 
may not appear rether poetically extravagant than 
Juſt in philoſophy, it may be proper to produce the 
ſentiment of one of the gresteſt, wiſeſt, ard beſt of 
men on this head; one {o little to be ſuſpected of 

artiality in the caſ-, that he reckons it among thoſe 
— for which he was eſpecially thankfal to the 
gods, that they had not ſuffered him to make any 
great proficiency in the arts of cloquence and poetry, 
leſt by that meaus he ſhould have been diverted from 
purſuits of more importance to his high ſtation, 
Speaking of the beauty of univerſal Nature, he ob- 
ſerves, that * there is a pleaſing and graceful aſpect in 
« every object we perccive,” when once we conſider 
its connexion with that general order. He inſtanoes 
in many things which at firſt fight would be thought 
rather deformitics, aud then adds, © that a man who 
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Flies o'er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The ſetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain $95 
From all the tenants of the warbliang ſhade 
Aſcends, but whence his boſom can partake 

Freſh pleaſure unreprov'd : nor thence partakes 
Freſh pleaſure only, for th' attentive mind 

By this harmonious action on her pow'rs bos 
Becomes herſelf harmonious : wont ſo oft 

In outward things to meditate the charm 

Of ſacred order, ſoon ſhe ſeaks at home 

To find a Kinired order, to exert 


Within herſclf tliis slegance of love, $- 


wi 


This fair in{pir'd delight: her temper'd pow'rs 
Refine at length, and ev'ry paſſion wears 
A chatter, milder, more attractive, mien. 


* 


But if to ampler pruſpects, if to gaze 

Ou Nature's form, where negligent of all 610 
Theſe leller graces ſhe aſſumes the port 

Of hat Eternal Majeity that weigh'd 

The world's foundations : if to theſe the mind 
Exalts her daring eye, then mightier far 

Will be the changs and nobler. Would the forms 615 
Of ſervile cuitom cramp her gen'rous pow*rs ? 


« enjo1's a ſenſibility of temyer, with a juſt com- 
„ prehenfion of the univerſal order — will di- 
© foern many amiable thnnes, not credible to every 
„ mind, but to thoſe alone who heve entered imo 


cc r 15 * 11. ny with Nature aud her 
% works. M. A1:i4t. iii. 8. 
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World fordid policies, the hh tous growth 
Of Ixnorance and Rapine, bm her down 
To tame purſuits, to indolence and fear? 
Lo! ſhe appeals to Nature, to tlie winds 626 
Aud rolling waves, the ſun's unweary'd courſe, 
The elements and ſeaſons. All declare 

For what th' Eternal Maker has ordain'd 

The pow'rs of man : we fecl within ourſelves 
His energy divine: he tell; the heart 

He meant, he made, us to b hold z id love 
Wh he beholds ani loves, the gen'ral orb 

Ot life and being; to be great 1 ke nim, 


Oo» ? 


Bencficent and ative. Thus the men 
Whom Nature's works can charm with God himſelf 
Hold converſe, grow familiar day by day 63! 

y 


With his conceptions, act upon I's plan, 
And form to his the reliſh of thier fouls. 
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INSCRIPTIONS 
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INSCKRKIFP-TT ONS, 


I. FOR A GROTTO. 


I O me, whom in their lays the ſhepherds call 


Actæa, daughter of the neigiib'ring ſtream, 


This cave belongs. The figtree and the vine | 
Which o'er the rocky entrance downward ſhoot 1 
Were plac'd by Glycon: he with cowſlips pale, 3 
Primroſe and pur ple lychuis, deck d the green 
Before my threſhold, and my ſhelving walls it 
With honey ſuckle corer'd, Here at noon 

Lulld by the murmur of my rifing fount 

I lumber : here my cluft'ring fruits 1 tend, 16 
Or from the humid flow'rs at break of day 

Freſh garlands weave, and chaſe from all my bounds 
Each thing impure or noxious. Enter in, 

© Stranger! undifmay'd ; nor bat nor toad = 
Here lurks ; and if thy breaſt of blameloſs thoughts rg 
Approve thee, not unwelcome (halt thou tread 

My quiet manſon, chiefly if thy name 
Wiſe Pallas and th' immortal Maſes own. 
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IT. FOR A STATUE OF CHAUCER 
AT WOODSTOCK. 


. = was old Chaucer, ſuch the placid mien 

Of him who firſt with harmony inform'd 

The language of our fathers. Here he dwelt 

For many a cheerful day, Theſe antient walls 
Have often heard him while his legends blithe $ 
He ſang of love or knigluhood, or the wiles 

Of homely life, thro' each eſtate and age 

The faſhions and the follics of the world 

With cunning hand portraying. Tho' perchance 
From Blenheim's tow'rs, O Stranger! thou ait come 10 
Glowing with Churchill's trophies, yet in vain 

Doſt thou applaud them if thy brealt he cold 

To him this other hero, who in times 

Dark and untaught began with charming verſe 

To tame the rudeneſs of lis native land, 15 


III. 


\ y HOE'ER thou art whoſe path in ſummer lies 
Thro' yonder village, turn thee where the grove 


Of branching oaks a rural palace old 
Imboſoms ; there dwells Albert, gen'rous lord 
Of all the harveſt round ! and onward thence 5 


A low plain chapel fronts the morning light 
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Faſt by a filent rivulet, Humbly walk, 
O Stranger ! ver the conſecrated ground, 
And on that verdant hillock which thou ſeeſt 
Beſet with ofiers let thy pious hand 16 || 


Sprinkle freſh water from the brook, and ſtrew 
Sweet-ſmelling flow'rs, for there doth Edmund reft, j 
Ilie learned ſhepherd, for each rural art 

Fam'd, and tor ſongs harmonions, and the woes | 
Of 1ll-requited love. The faithleſs pride 15 | 


Of fair Matilda ſank him to the grave | 
In manhood's prime; but ſoon did righteous Heay'n | 
With tears, with ſharp remorſe and pining care, 
Avenge her falſehood 7 nor could all the gold 

And nuptiai pomp which lur'd her plighted faith 20 
From Edmund ta a loftier huſband's home 

Relieve her breaking heart, or turn aſide 

The Qiroke of Death. Go, Traveller! relate 

The mournful ſtory ; haply ſome fair maid 

May hold it in remembrance, and be taught 25 | 


That riches cannot pay for truth or love. 
IV. 


O Youths and Virgins! O declining Eld ! 
O pale Misſortune's ſlaves! O ye who dwell 
Unknown with humble Quiet ! ye who wait | 
In courts, or fill the golden ſeat of Kings, ö 
O ſons of Sport and Pleaſure! O thou Wretch 


That weep'it for jealous love, or the fore wounds 
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Of conſcious guilt or Death's r pacious hand, 
Which left thee void of hope! O ye who roam 

In exile! ye who thro” the embattled field 

Seek bright renown, or who for nobler palms 1g 
Contend,. the leaders of a publick cauſe ! 
Approach ; behold this Marble ! know ye not 

The features? hath not oft” his faithful tongue 


Told you the faſhion of your own eſtate, 
The ſecrets of your boſom ? Here then round 15 
His monument with reverence while ye ſtand 

Say to each other, „ This was Shakeſpeare's form, 
« Who walk'd in ev'ry path of human Bie, 

&« Felt ev'ry paſſion, and to all minkind 

« Doth now, will ever, that experience yield as 
« Which his own genius only could acquire.” 


V. 
SVLIELMVSIII, FORTIS, PIVS, LISERATER, 
CVMINEVNTE AETATE PATRIAE LABENTL 
ADFVISSET SALVS 1PSE VNICA; CVM MOX 
ITIDEM REIPVBLCAE BRITANNICAE VIN- 
DEXRENUNCIATVSESSET ATQVE STATORS 
TVM DENIQVE AD ID SE NATYM RECOGY O. 


VIT ET REGEM FACTVM, VT CYRARET II 
DOMINO IMPOTENTI CEDERENT TAX, I- 
DES, Fog T VNA, GEXERIS HVHAXI. Ax c- 
roRITVEBLICAZTETIICITATISs P. G. XMLA. 
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FOR A COLUMN AT RUNNYMEDE. 


'T nov who the verdant plain doſt traverſe here 
While Thames among his willows from thy view 
Retires, O Stranger | ſt:y thee, and the ſcene 
Around contem, late well, This is the place 
Where England's antient Barons, clad in arms, 5 
Aud {tera with conqueil, from their tyrant King 
(Then render'd tame) did challenge and ſecure 

The Charter of thy freedom, Paſs not on 

Till thou haſt bleſt their memory, and paid 

Thoſe thanks which God appointed the reward 10 
Ot publick virive. And if chance thy home 

Salute thee with a father's honour'd name 

Go call thy ſous, in{truct them u hat a debt 

They owe their anceſtors, and make them ſwear 
To pay it, by trautmitting down entire 1 5 
Thoie ſacred tigtits to which themiclves were born, 


— — 


VII. THE WOODNYNMrPH. 


A PPROAC!I in ſilence; it is no vulgar tale 
Which I the Dryad of this hoary oat 
Pronounce to moi tal ears. The lecond age 
Now h. (t-neth to its period fince I rote | 


—— — — — _ — 


On this fair lawn, The groves of yonder val? 6 


Are all wy offspring; and each pymph who nds 


The copſes and the fur row'd field beyond 
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Obeys me. * Many changes have I ſeen 
In human things, and many awful deeds 
Of juſtice, when the ruling hand of Jove te 
Againſt the tyrants of the land, againſt 

Th' unhallow'd ſons of Luxury and Guile, 

Was arm'd for retribution, Thus at length 

Expert in laws divine I know the paths 

Of Wiſdom, and erroneous Folly's end 1 5 
Have oft preſag'd ; and now well-pleas'd I Walt 
Each ev'ning till a noble youth who loves 

My ſhale a while releas'd from public cares 

Yon' peaceful gate ſhall enter, and fit down 
Beneath my branches : then his muſing mind 20 
I prompt unſeen, and place before his view 
Sincereſt ſorms of good, and move his heart 

With the dread bounties of the Sire Supreme 


Of gods and men, with Freedom's generous deeds, 


The loſty voice of Glory, and the faith 25 
Of ſacred Friendſhip, Stranger! I have told 

My function: if within thy boſom dwell 

Aught which may challenge praiſe, thou wilt not leave 
Unhonour'd my abode, nor ſhall I hear 

A ſparing benediction from thy tongue, 30 


VIII. 


Y=z Pow'rs unſeen ! to whom the bards of Greece 
Erected altars, ye who to the mind 

More lofty views unfold, and prompt the heart 
With more divine emotions, if erewhile 
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Not quite unpleaſing have my votive rites 5 
Of you been deem'd when oft” this lonely ſeat 

To you I conſecrated, then vouchſafe 

Here with your inſtant energy to crown 

My happy ſolitude. It is the hour 

When moſt I love t' invoke you, and have felt 10 
Moſt frequent your glad miniſtry divine. 

The air is calm, the ſun's unveiled orb 

Shines in the middle heav'n ; the harveſt round 
Stands quiet, and among the golden ſheaves 

The reapers lie reclin'd ; the neighb'ring groves 15 
Are mute, nor ev'n a linnet's random ſtrain 
Echoeth amid the ſilence, Let me feel 

Your influence, ye kind Pow'rs! Aloft in heav'n 


Abide ye ? or on thoſe tranſparent clouds, 
Paſs ye from hill to hill ? or on the ſhades 20 f 
Which yonder elms caſt o'er the lake below 
; Do you converſe reti d? From what lov'd haunt 
6 Shall I expect you? Let me once more feel | 
Your influence, O ye kind inſpiring Pow'rs ! 
And I will guard it well ; nor ſhall a thought 2 5 
Riſe in my mind, nor ſhall a paſſion move 
Acroſs my boſom, unobſerv'd, unſtor'd, 
By faithful Memory : and then at ſome 
More active moment will I call them forth 
Anew, and join them in majeſtick forms, 
And give them utt'rance in harmonious ſtrains, 
That all mankind ſhall wonder at your ſway. 
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IX. 


Ms: tho in life's ſequeſter'd vale 

Th' Almighty Sire ordam'd to dwell, 

Remote from Glory s toillome ways 

And the great ſc-nes of publi.k praiſe, 

Yet let me {11} with grateful pride 5 
Remember how my infant frame 

He temper'd with prophetick flame, 

And early muſick to my tongue ſupply'd. 


*Twas then my future fate he weigh'd, 

4% Aud this be thy concern,” he ſaid, 10 
« At once with Patlion's keen alarms, 

„ And Beauty's pleaturable charms, 

* And ſacred Truth's eternal light, 

« To move the various mind of man, 

« Till under one unblemiſh'd plan 

„His reaſon, ſancy, and his heart unite,” 


ih NV. 


